
W & J Fiddick Warehouse, 116A Bench Street,  
circa 1842 

Summary 

The home at 116A Bench Street, formerly the W & J Fiddick Warehouse, is an excellent 
example of adaptive reuse of an historic Galena building. Because it was always a warehouse 
until its recent conversion to a home, there isn’t a lot of information about the warehouse itself 
and photographs are hard to find. However, this presents an opportunity to shed light on the 
two former owners—“W” and “J”—William and John Fiddick, and their families.


The Fiddicks’ tale is a quintessential Galena—and American—story: immigration, reinvention, 
hard work, family, community, commerce.


Let’s meet the Fiddicks.


William Fiddick, son of Thomas Fiddick and Anne Trythall Fiddick, was born 16 October 1813

in Camborne, Cornwall, England.


Philippa Bastian, daughter of John Bastian and Jenifer “Jane” Holman Bastian, was born 3

January 1822 in the Parish of Crowan, Cornwall, England.
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Cornwall was one of the regions in England which led the Industrial Revolution. Cornish tin

miners became highly prized in other countries for their mining expertise. “As early as the 
1820s Cornish miners were sought after for their skills and migrated…. In the 1830s and 40s, 
this trickle became a flood as mass emigration began to North America.” (Cornish Studies

Resources). In Cornwall, this is known as “the Great Emigration.”


James Fiddick, William’s older brother, was first in the family to emigrate to the United

States. We don’t yet know exactly when James moved to Mineral Point (now

Wisconsin, then Michigan Territory), but it was before 1832. 


Cornish history and emigration explain the Fiddicks’ move to Mineral Point and then to Galena
—the Federal mining district. Author Bernard Deacon notes that most Cornish emigrants were 
“predominantly young—aged from 15-to 30—and around 60 per cent of them men.” James 
Fiddick was born in 1810. William Fiddick was born in 1813.


“…In the 1830s and 1840s two distinct districts within Cornwall supplied higher than average 
gross outflows to America, more than half of these emigrants going to Wisconsin. One of them

“was the mining area centered on Camborne and Crowan in the west.” Camborne is where the

Fiddicks lived. The Bastian family hailed from Crowan.


William Fiddick, 22, followed older brother, James, to America in 1835. William left London 
aboard the ship, “Columbia.” “Columbia’s” passenger list notes William’s occupation: “miner” 
and his destination, Mineral Point.


William’s nephew, John Fiddick, emigrated, too. John, son of John Fiddick, Sr., and Annis 
Glanville Fiddick, was born 22 February 1826 in Camborne, Cornwall, England.


Mary Bastian, Philippa’s sister, was born 8 February 1827 in Crowan, Cornwall.


After William Fiddick had lived in Mineral Point for a short time, he and nephew, John, 
established a store in Galena in 1837.


Philippa Bastian and her family emigrated from Cornwall to the U.S. in 1841. The Bastians

settled on a farm in East Galena known as “East Fork.”


Later that year, 25 November 1841, William Fiddick and Philippa Bastian married at “East 
Fork.”


What would become the W & J Fiddick store and warehouse was built circa 1842.


In the Galena city directory for 1847-1848, James Fiddick is a tin and copper smith. William

Fiddick owns a dry goods and grocery. John Fiddick is a clerk in his uncle William’s store.


John Fiddick married Mary Bastian in Jo Daviess County 20 February 1850. 


Philippa and William were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Galena. (Another

factor in Cornish history and emigration was Methodism. In 1850, the most popular religious 
denomination in America was Methodist.)


John and Mary Bastian Fiddick had a daughter, Mary Ann, born 1 July 1857. Mary Ann died 13 
May 1864, aged 6. She is buried in Greenwood Cemetery.
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Galena business was good. William and Philippa built their stately house at the corner of High 
and Washington streets in Galena circa 1858. John and Mary’s impressive home on Prospect 
Street was built in 1859 as was its carriage house, later converted into a home.


William’s older brother, James Fiddick, died 20 August 1860. He is buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery.


Philippa and Mary Bastian Fiddick’s father, John Bastian, died 28 April 1868, in Galena. He is 
buried in Miners Chapel Cemetery.


The W & J partnership was dissolved 1 January 1869. William transferred his interest in W & J 
Fiddick to R.H. Fiddick. William retired in January of 1869, but continued to be active in 
business and community affairs.


William and John Fiddick were among the members of the New City Cemetery Association, 
which transferred the operation of the cemetery to the City of Galena.


William, John, and R.H. Fiddick were among a long list of men forming a Grant & Wilson Club.


In 1875, a large fire consumed much of downtown Galena, including William Fiddick’s store, 
but that same year, William began construction of a new Main Street store.


In 1876, William, Philippa, John, and Mary Fiddick traveled to Philadelphia to attend the U.S.

Centennial exhibition.


William and John served on committees preparing for General Grant’s return to Galena i


William Fiddick became ill in 1885. Confined to his home for several months, he died 21 
January 1886 and is buried in Galena’s Greenwood Cemetery.


John Fiddick announced his retirement in the Galena Daily Gazette in 1887, but he returned to 
business ventures soon after.


As new technologies emerged, Philippa Fiddick initiated several major home improvements. 
She had water service piped to her home in 1887 and steam heating installed in 1889.


Philippa commissioned a significant housing addition on High Street in 1891, having three new

homes built by contractor W.A. Telford.


In 1892, “Mrs. William Fiddick” was the largest individual taxpayer in Galena.


Mary Bastian Fiddick died of pneumonia in April of 1893. She is buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery in the Fiddick family plot.


The John Fiddick Dry Goods Store closed due to insolvency in 1904. John Fiddick declared 
bankruptcy. Galenians were shocked at the news.


Philippa Bastian Fiddick died 17 February 1912 in Galena. She is buried in the Fiddick plot in 
Greenwood.


R.H. Fiddick, adopted son of Philippa Fiddick, married Elsie Williams 12 September 1912 in 
Osage, Mitchell County, Iowa, 
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John Fiddick died 16 March 1918 in Galena. He was 92. He is buried in Greenwood Cemetery.


William and John Fiddick left behind a legacy of economic, social, and cultural betterment in 
Galena. Philippa and Mary Bastian Fiddick, due to socio-cultural constraints and patriarchal 
laws and strictures, focused their leadership and philanthropic efforts on the Methodist Ladies’ 
Aid Society and other charitable causes.


Philippa and Fannie Fiddick helped with a clothing drive for survivors of the great Yellow Fever 
epidemic of 1878 in Memphis.


Both Fiddick families left us three beautiful Galena homes atop “the hill,” a downtown Galena 
building circa 1842, and a renovated, adaptive reuse home fronting Bench Street, formerly the 
W & J Fiddick Warehouse. The buildings and the Fiddick legacies live on….


Summary, Page 4



W & J Fiddick Warehouse, 116A Bench Street, 
circa 1842 

William Fiddick: Son of Thomas Fiddick and Anne Trythall Fiddick, born 16 October 1813 in 
Camborne, Cornwall, England.

England, Select Births and Christenings, Ancestry.com; tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois, Find A Grave; History of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1878

•A younger sister, Grace Fiddick, was born in 1816. She died in 1892.

ancestry.com


Philippa Bastian: Daughter of John Bastian (1784-1868) and Jenifer “Jane” Holman Bastian 
(1789-1850), born 3 January 1822, Parish of Crowan, Cornwall, England. Philippa Bastian was 
baptized 14 May 1822.

1900 Federal census; Find A Grave; England, Select Births and Christenings; obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 
February 1912 

James Fiddick, William Fiddick’s older brother, was the first of the family to emigrate to 
the United States. 
Destination: The Federal Lead Mining region, specifically, Mineral Point, then part of Michigan 
Territory.


James Fiddick: Son of Thomas Fiddick and Anne Trythall Fiddick, born 24 June 1810, 
Cornwall, England. Baby James was christened 21 July 1810 in Camborne, Cornwall.


James Fiddick served as a private in Captain John Moor / Moore’s Company, Iowa [County] 
Michigan [Territory] militia, (now Wisconsin) during the Black Hawk War in 1832.


Moore’s Company was stationed at Fort Jackson, present-day Mineral Point. The fort was one 
among several hastily built to defend the area, including in Galena. Fort Jackson’s primary role 
during the Black Hawk War was to serve as “the main distribution center for government 
weapons, supplies and ammunition.” 

The Iowa [County] Michigan militia consisted of 58 men including James Fiddick. All of the 
militiamen served a three-month stint. 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); “The History and Role of Fort Jackson in the Black Hawk 
War,” Alex Walla, Military History of the Upper Great Lakes, ss.sites.mtu.edu; Muster Roll of Captain John Moors 
Company of Iowa Militia Stationed at Fort Jackson M. …called into the service of the United States on the 
Requisition of Gen. Henry Atkinson 19th May 1832,’ wisconsinhistory.org

Note: Fiddick’s first name is misspelled “Fames” on the posted (typed) muster roll.


Land assessment: tract books, Wisconsin land records, District of Mineral Point, Wisconsin—
James Fiddick, 1834, 1835

Description of the Tract	 Contents	 Rate per acre	 	 Purchase money

E 1/2 NW qr.  Oct. 1834	 80 acres	 $1.25	 	 	 $100	 	 


Name of the Purchaser	 Date of sale	 	 To whom patented	 	 Date of patent

James Fiddick		 	 12 June 1835	 	 John Falls ONeill & 	 	 April 10, 1848


Jno. Atchison

Bureau of Land Management Tract Books, FamilySearch


John Fiddick: Son of John Fiddick, Sr., and Annis Glanville Fiddick, born 22 February 1826, in 
Camborne, Cornwall, England.

Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Find A Grave; Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths 
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Mary Bastian: 

Daughter of John Bastian and Jenifer “Jane” Holman Bastian, born 8 February 1827, Crowan, 
Cornwall, England.

Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois, Find A Grave; obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 April 1893

Notes: John Bastian was born 11 September 1809 in Crowan, County Cornwall, England. 

•John and Jane Holman Bastian raised at least 10 children. Mary Bastian Hocking died in 1895; John Bastian died in 
1901; Thomas Bastian was killed in a boiler explosion in Nevada; Hester Bastian Swaney and Elizabeth Bastian 
Sincox “were both married on the same day and both died at the age of 28 years, leaving young families.” The 
surviving children at the time of John Bastian’s death in 1904 were: Sampson Bastian, Council Hill, Illinois; Frank 
Bastian, Tombstone, Arizona; William, Annie, and Orlando Bastian “who reside at home.” 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 January 1904, jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org, submitted by Tim Doser 

William Fiddick emigrates to the United States, 1835 
William Fiddick, 22, left from the port of London on the ship “Columbia,” arriving in New York 
City 22 September 1835. His destination was Mineral Point, Wisconsin, where his brother, 
James, lived. William’s occupation listed on the ship’s passenger list was “miner.” 

New York Arriving Passenger and Immigration Lists, 1820-1850; History of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1878; “Death 
of Mr. Wm. Fiddick,” Galena Daily Gazette, 21 January 1886

Notes: William Fiddick’s obituary states he emigrated to the U.S. when he was 21.

•The 1889 Jo Daviess County Portrait and Biographical Album has a slightly different version of William’s arrival:

“He was married in his native shire to Miss Philippa Bastian a very intelligent lady of his own county and of good 
family. [They] made their way directly to the west landing in the embryo town of Galena on the second of 
November….” 

Transcription by Alfie Mueller

(See passenger list in Addendum.)


William Fiddick initially settles in Mineral Point, Wisconsin, for “about a year,” c. 1835 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886


William Fiddick’s father, Thomas Fiddick, dies, Cornwall, England, before 1841? 
Numerous online sites list his death as “before 1843.” He doesn’t appear in the 1841 England and Wales census. 

•His occupation in 1802 was “tinner.” A tinner is a skilled craftsperson who creates objects out of tin.


John Fiddick and Mary Bastian emigrate to the United States, 1841 
“…they were eight weeks on the voyage. They came by way of the Hudson river and Erie canal 
to Buffalo and then by team from Chicago to Galena.” 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 January 1904, ibid; 1900 Federal census


John Fiddick began his business career as a clerk in his uncle, William Fiddick’s, Galena store.


Bastians emigrate to the United States, 1841 
“When a girl [Philippa Bastian]…came to the United States with her parents and settled on a 
farm in East Galena known as East Fork.” 
1900 Federal census; Galena Daily Gazette, 19 February 1912


William Fiddick and Philippa Bastian wed, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 25 November 1841 
William and Philippa married at the Bastian farm, “East Fork,” in East Galena, Illinois.

Jo Daviess County Marriages, Book 2; Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of 
State; obituary of William Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886; Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois 
State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State, (Note: Her name is spelled “Philipia Bastin.”); obituary of Mrs. Philippa 
Fiddick, Galena Gazette, 19 February 1912
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Deed between Edwin Johns and William and James Fiddick, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 4 
January 1842 
…Lot number four (4) in the wedge (so called) between Main and Diagonal Streets…in…Galena 
fronting thirty five feet on Main Street and extending back fifty (50) feet, being the same 
premises purchased by…Edwin Johns of Samuel S. Crowell by deed dated July 7th A.D. 
1841…. Recorded 4 January 1842

Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Deed

(See the document in the Addendum.) 

U.S. naturalization — Circuit Court, Jo Daviess County, Galena, Illinois, 20 June 1842 
William Fiddick becomes a naturalized U.S. citizen 20 June 1842 in Galena. Witnesses were 
A.N. Delong and John Corthen.

Illinois, U.S. Federal Naturalization Records, District and Circuit Courts, Northern District, Illinois

Note: A.N. “Delong” is Alphonso/Alphonse N. Delaunay/Delauney.


Leases granted by superintendent of United States lead mines; quantity of land 
contained in each lease, August 1842 
James Fiddick		 20 acres	 Wisconsin 
Lead-Mines and Mineral Lands, Letter from Secretary of War, January 27, 1844, to War Department, govinfo.gov


Newspaper article: Whig Party Vigilance Committee formed, 14 March 1843 
The Whig Party of Jo Daviess County formed a Vigilance Committee. Among the many names 
on the committee list is W. Fiddick.

Papers of Abraham Lincoln, Amazon Web Services (AWS)


For rent, North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser, 20 October 1843 
(Please see Addendum.)


William Fiddick, member, Methodist Episcopal Church, Galena, Illinois 
Galena Daily Gazette, 19 February 1912


Wm. Fiddick, supporter of Henry Clay, Whig ticket, North Western Gazette & Galena 
Advertiser, 1 and 8 March 1844 
A long list of Galena men’s names, including Wm. Fiddick, was printed in the newspaper 
announcing their support for the Whig campaign of ’44.


Adopted son, Richard Henry Fiddick, born: 11 March 1845 or 1846, England 
Richard Henry Fiddick’s birth is listed as1845 or 1846 in various sources. In his biographical 
sketch, his date of birth is stated as 11 March 1846.

“Richard H. Fiddick,” Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Biographies, genealogytrails.com; Federal censuses; Death 
certificate, Mitchell County, Iowa


Occupations, Galena Directory and Miners’ Annual Register for 1847-1848 
Fiddick, J, tin and copper smith, at Harklerodes’, res same 
Fiddick, John, clerk Wm Fiddick’s, res same 
Fiddick, Wm, dry goods and gro, 156 Main, h same 
E.S. Seymour, Galena, 1847


Galena City Directory, 1848-1849 
Fiddick, John, clerk Wm Fiddick’s 
Fiddick, Wm, dry goods and groceries  156 Main, h same. 
W.W. Huntington & Co., Publishers
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William Fiddick purchases land, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 10 January 1848 
William Fiddick: NE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 26 Township 29 Range 3 40 acres $50 
Illinois Land Records, Bureau of Land Management, FamilySearch

Note: This MAY be a different William Fiddick, perhaps a cousin. This parcel is farther east in the county. More 
research is needed.


Supports Zachary Taylor for President, Galena Semi-Weekly Advertiser, 28 March 1848 
John Fiddick was among a long list of men supporting a Taylor candidacy for President.


Contributes to $500 reward, Galena Daily Advertiser, 25 September 1848 
Wm. Fiddick was among a long list of Galenians who pledged money ($5) to “any person who 
will prosecute to conviction, the person or persons who attempted to fire the block between 
Washington and Green streets…on the nights of the 11th and 17th inst….” and “promise to 
pay…for the apprehension and conviction of the incendiary….” The reward was $500.


House, now 129 South High Street, Galena, residence of William Fiddick, 1848 [?] 
Loves Park Post Machesney Park Pilot, 18 June 1987, in a story about the 1987 Galena Tour of Homes

Note: That early date conflicts with the date of the house determined by GLHA researchers. The date should be 
1858, not 1848.

•There were no residential street addresses in Galena until 1900.


“List of Lands and Other Real Estate…on which taxes are due and remain unpaid…1848” 
In a long list of names, under Town 29 North Range 2 East:

W. Fiddick	 	 ne qr ne qr s 26 	 County tax: $1.12	 State tax: $0.56 
Galena Daily Advertiser, 27 January 1849


William Fiddick’s mother, Ann Fiddick, dies, St. Germans, Cornwall, England, 1849 
England & Wales, Civil Registration Death Index, 1837-1915, ancestry.com

Note: “St. Germans—“Lannaled in Cornish”—is a village and civil parish in east Cornwall, England.


William Fiddick “of Jo Daviess county, Illinois” buys land, 1 September 1849 
William Fiddick bought “the North East quarter of the North East quarter, of Section Twenty Six, 
in Township Twenty Nine, of Range Three East, in the District of Lands subject to Sale at Dixon 
Illinois, containing Forty Acres.” 
General Land Office Records, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Department of the Interior

Note: Illinois Public Land Purchase Records always have an earlier date, in this case: 10 January 1848. William 
Fiddick’s 40 acres cost $1.25 per acre: $50 total.


John Fiddick and Mary Bastian marry, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 20 February 1850 
Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State

Note: The Illinois Statewide Marriage Index has Mary’s surname as “Barton,” an error.


John Fiddick seeks his fortune in California, 1850 
When John was 27, newly married, he and Mary went to California, part of the “Gold Rush.” 
They stayed around two years there, then returned to Galena.

Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Biographical Dictionary 


Galena and Chicago Railroad offer, “merchants and traders” of Galena, including Wm. 
Fiddick, Galena Daily Advertiser, 21 February 1850 
(See addendum.)
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For sale or rent, Main Street store, Galena Daily Advertiser, 17 August 1850 
(Please see Addendum.)


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1850 
Galena City — 2 December 1850

2037/2541

William Fiddick	 	 37	 	 	 Grocer Merchant	 England

Phillippa Fiddick 	 	 28	 	 	 	 	 	 England

Henry Fiddick		 	 6	 	 	 	 	 	 England

Mary Fiddick	 	 	 24	 	 	 	 	 	 England

John Fiddick	 	 	 25	 	 	 	 	 	 England

James Fiddick		 	 39	 	 	 Laborer	 	 England

Note: Mary and John Fiddick had married within the year.


W. & J. Fiddick move their store, Galena Daily Advertiser, 26 April 1851 
(Please see Addendum.)

Galena Daily Advertiser, 26 April 1851


William Fiddick “of Jo Daviess County, Illinois,” buys land, 14 May 1851 
“the East half, of the East half, of Fractional Section Fourteen, in Township Twenty Nine, of 
Range Four, East, in the District of Lands subject to sale at Dixon, Illinois, containing Forty Two 
acres, and Ninety Two Hundredths of an Acre.” 
General Land Office Records, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Department of the Interior

Note: Illinois Public Land Purchase Records have an earlier date: 3 December 1850. The price per acre was $1.25. 
William Fiddick’s purchase price for 42.92 acres was $53.65.


License to vend merchandise, The Daily Morning Jeffersonian, 23 October 1851 
W. Fiddick, from the 11th instant, on lot 29, W. Main street, he paying $25. 

Occupations, Galena City Directory, 1854 
Fiddick, John, firm W & J F, h Whithams’ Row 
Fiddick, W & J, grocers and dry goods dealers, Main 
Fiddick, William, firm W & J F, h Whithams’ Row 
H.H. Houghton & Co., Publishers, Gazette and Advertiser Office, jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org


Galena City Directory, 1855-1856 
FIDDICK, W & J, merchants, 157 Main 
Fiddick, Wm, firm W & J F, h Whitham’s Row. 
Fiddick, John, firm W & J F, h Whithams’ Row. 
1855-6 Galena City Directory, H.H. Houghton & o., Publishers, Gazette & Advertiser Office, 1855


Illinois state census, 1855 
Township 28—Range 1W—3 July 1855

John Fidick	 	 1 male 30-40


Mary Fidick	 	 1 female 20-30

W. Fidick	 	 1 male 40-50

Philippa Fidick		 1 female 30-40

Henry Fidick	 	 1 male 10-20

James Fidick	 	 1 male 40-50
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Personal property tax, Galena, Illinois, 1855 
John Fiddick	 	 $300	 	 West Galena

W. & J. Fiddick	 $10,000	 West Galena

Wm Fiddick	 	 $250	 	 West Galena

jodaviess.illiinoisgenweb.org


Wm. Fiddick, John Fiddick, and B.F. Felt witnessed Adam Simmons’ will, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois, 4 September 1855, will proved 26 August 1856 
Will Book A, 1850-1863, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org


Member of Petit Jury—Second Week, Circuit Court, Galena Daily Courier, 18 May 1857 
John Fiddick was among those selected as petit jurors.


John and Mary Fiddick’s daughter, Mary Ann Fiddick, born, Galena, Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 1 July 1857 or 1858 
Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois, Find A Grave; jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org

Note: Conflicting dates in the records.


Galena City Directory, 1858-1859 
W. & J. FIDDICK, Dealers in Dry Goods, Boots and Shoes, Hardware, Queensware, Glassware 
and Groceries, No. 156 Main Street, Galena, Ill. 
Fiddick, W & J, merchants, 156 Main 
Fiddick, Wm, of W & J F, h High bt Washington and Green 
Fiddick, John, of W & J F, h cor Elk and Prospect 
1858-1859 Galena City Directory, W.W. Huntington & Co., Publishers, Galena: Book and Job Office, W.W. 
Huntington, 1858


William and Philippa Fiddick’s house built, corner of High and Washington streets, 
Galena, Illinois, circa 1858 
Research of GLHA researchers Craig Albaugh and Dale Glick


John and Mary Fiddick move into their new home on Prospect Street, Galena, 1859 
Galena, Illinois, A Brief History, Diann Marsh, 2020

(See photo in Addendum)


Jenifer “Jane” Holman Bastian, the Fiddick sisters’ mother, dies, East Galena Township, 
Illinois, 14 June 1859 
Jane Bastian, 69, a widow, born in England, died in June of “Inflammation Lungs.” She was ill 7 
days before she died. Jane Holman Bastian is buried in Miners Chapel Cemetery, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois.

Find A Grave: 1789-14 June 1859; U.S. Federal Census Mortality Schedule, 1860

•Notes: Jane Bastian was 69, born in England. She died in June. She was a housewife.

•Jenifer Holman married John Bastian in 1809 in Crowan Parish, Cornwall, England.


List of Members, Rock River Annual Conference, M.E. Church, 1859 
Names Entertained by 
L Ambrose	 	 	 Wm Fiddick 
S.G. Havermale	 	 Wm Fiddick 
J McClane	 	 	 Wm Fiddick 

M.H. Triggs	 	 	 John Fiddick 
C.M. Webster	 	 	 John Fiddick 
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R. Wright	 	 	 John Fiddick 
Galena Daily Advertiser, 5 October 1859


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1860 
3rd Ward Galena — 12 June 1860 — Post Office: Galena

672/710

Wm. Fiddick	 	 	 46	 	 	 Merchant	 	 England

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5,000  24,000

Phillipa Fiddick	 	 35	 	 	 	 	 	 England

Henry Fiddick		 	 15	 	 	 	 	 	 England

Regena Thor	 	 	 16	 	 	 house servant		 Germany

Note: Henry Fiddick has attended school within the year.


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1860 
4th Ward, Galena—14 June 1860—Post Office: Galena

815/854

Jno. Fiddick	 	 	 33	 	 	 Merchant	 	 England

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 800  17,000

Mary Fiddick	 	 	 32	 	 	 	 	 	 England

Mary Ann Fiddick	 	 3	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Emma Bastian		 	 5	 Niece	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Robert Pool	 	 	 22	 	 	 Clk. Store	 	 England


James Fiddick files his will, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 2 August 1860 
James left $1500 to his brother, Thomas Fiddick, “now residing in England.” 
To his sister, Grace Bennett, “also residing in England,” he left $1000.

James left to Henry Bennitt’s [so-spelled] wife, $1000.

To his sister, Ann Edwards, “residing in Wisconsin,” wife of John Edwards, $1000.

To his sister, Elizabeth Ellis, “residing in Wisconsin,” wife of John Ellis, $1000.

To James’ nephew, John Fiddick, “residing in Galena,” $1000.

He directed that all legacies should be disbursed within two years “of his decease.” 
James Fiddick left to his brother, William Fiddick, “residing in Galena,” “all the real estate…and 
remainder of [his] personal Estate, goods, chattels and effects” after payment of James’ debts.


James appointed William Fiddick sole executor of his (James’) estate.

Will Record, Volume C, 1850-1882, Jo Daviess County Courthouse


James Fiddick is enumerated in the 1860 Federal census in Scales Mound Township, Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois 
James Fiddick is a boarder in the Samuel Pryor house. 

Note: James’ will has “James Fiddick of the City of Galena.”


James Fiddick dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 20 August 1860 
James Fiddick is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena.

Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois, Find A Grave; Letters Testamentary, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 3 
November 1860

(See tombstone inscription in Addendum.)


Minutes of the Methodist Episcopal Church conference held at Chicago, Illinois, 1860 
[Contribution]

Galena District—Charles French, Pastor

Wm. Fiddick
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Missionary Collection

Galena—J.F. Yates, Pastor

Phillippa Fiddick	 $1.00

Journal and Year Book…of the Rock River Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Chicago, 1860


Deed from Trustees of German Lutheran St. Matthew’s Church of Galena to William 
Fiddick, 28/30 July 1860 
Warranty Deed dated July 28th, 1860. 
Acknowledged July 28th, 1860. 
Recorded July 30th, 1860 Deed Record 10, Page 259. 
Consideration $150.00 

Trustees of the German Lutheran, St. Matthew’s Church of Galena, To William Fiddick, 
Conveys: The following portion of Lot 18, Block 4, West side of Galena River, Galena. 
Commencing on High Street, at the SouthWest corner of said Lot and running NorthEasterly 
with High Street 30 feet, thence NorthWesterly, parallel with the division line between said Lot 
18 and Lot 19, 200 feet, more or less, to the rear side of said Lot 18, being a strip of land 30 
feet wide, from the SouthWest side of Lot 18. 
Abstract of Title, Lot Number Nineteen (19) and the westerly Thirty (30) feet of Lot Number Eighteen (18) in Block 
Number Four (4) in the City of Galena, on the West side of Galena River, in the County of Jo Daviess, State of Illinois


Members, Galena Club of the Wide Awakes, Galena Daily Advertiser, 2 August 1860 
John Fiddick was one of the members.


Umberhine & Gustin’s Galena City Business Directory & Advertiser for 1861 
Fiddick W. & J., dry goods and groceries, 158 Main

Historical Room, Galena Public Library; FamilySearch.org


Alderman, 3rd Ward, Galena, 1861 
Jacob Eberhardt and Wm. Fiddick were the alders representing Galena’s 3rd ward in 1861.

Galena Daily Gazette, 16 January 1861


William Fiddick serves as alderman, 4th Ward, Galena, 1861 
Galena Daily Courier, 6 March 1861


Wm. Fiddick, member, committee of the Galena City Council which wrote a letter to the 
citizens of the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, et al, 1861 
Captain B.B. Howard, of Galena, and many of his company—the Anti-Beauregards, part of the 
19th Illinois Infantry Regiment—were killed or grievously wounded when a bridge on the Ohio & 
Mississippi Railroad collapsed when Howard’s Galena Company was passing over it. The 
people of Cincinnati extended “every courtesy” in caring for the wounded and dead. A 
committee of the Galena City Council and citizens wrote a thank-you letter to Cincinnati.

History of Jo Daviess County Illinois, ibid 

W. and J. Fiddick contributed $100 for bounty for Union volunteers for a Galena regiment 
to serve in the Civil War, 22 July 1862 (date paper was circulated among Galenians) 
Galena, Illinois, A Brief History, Marsh, ibid; History of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, ibid 

Quitclaim deed, City of Galena to William Fiddick, June 3/5 1862 
Quitclaim Deed dated June 3rd, 1862. 
Acknowledged June 3rd, 1862. 
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Recorded June 5th, 1862, Deed Record 13, Page 17. 
Consideration $1.00 

The City of Galena, By Robert Brand, Mayor, To William Fiddick. 
Conveyer: Thirty feet in width off the South side of Lot 18, Block 4, on the West side of Galena 
River, City of Galena. 
Deed recites: That this Deed is executed in pursuance of an order of the City Council of the City 
of Galena, passed June 3rd, 1862, instructing the Mayor of said City to execute the same. 
Abstract of Title, ibid 

William Fiddick, executor, James Fiddick estate, Galena Daily Advertiser, 17 November 
1862 
Galena Daily Advertiser, 17 November 1862 

IRS Tax Assessment List, Third Congressional District, Illinois, 1863 
May 28	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Amount of tax		 Description

W & J Fiddick	 	 Galena		 Wholesale Dealer 	 $16.67		 	 Under 50,000

July 18

William Fiddick	 Galena		 Income	 	 $124.41

July 15

John Fiddick	 	 Galena		 Income	 	 $96.00 
(See list in Addendum)


Civil War draft registration, Third Congressional District, Illinois, 1 July 1863 
John Fiddick	 	 	 34	 	 	 Merchant	 	 England

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)


Henry Fiddick, student, is registered for the Civil War draft, 3rd Ward, Galena, Illinois, 1 
July 1863 
Henry Fiddick is 18 years old.

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)


Donations for purchase of regimental flag for Galena’s Leadmine Regiment by Ladies Aid 
Society of Galena, July, 1863 
Wm. Fiddick is among a long list of business owners who contributed to the purchase of the 
regimental flag. He contributed $1.00.

Galena Daily Gazette, 3 May 1898 (reprint)


Illinois State Gazetteer, Illinois State Business Directory, 1864-65 
Fiddick W. & J.	 Galena 
Ancestry.com


John and Mary Fiddick’s daughter, Mary Ann Fiddick, dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 13 May 1864 
Mary Ann is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois.

Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Find A Grave; jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org


IRS Tax Assessment List, Third Congressional District, Illinois, 1864 
October 1	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Amount of tax

William Fiddick	 Galena		 	 	 	 $395.25

John Fiddick	 	 Galena		 	 	 	 $243.30

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
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Illinois state census, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1865 
West Galena

William Fiddick	 •1 male 20-30		 •1 female 10-20

	 	 	 •1 male 50-60		 •1 female 30-40


John Fiddick	 	 •1 male 30-40		 •1 female 10-20

	 	 	 	 	 	 •1 female 20-30

	 	 	 	 	 	 •1 female 30-40


Income tax, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Galena Daily Gazette, 13 March 1865 
Income Tax. 
List of Persons in Jo Daviess County Who Paid an Income Tax for 1863 which is Now Being 
Collected… 
Fiddick, William 	 $7,904.87 
Fiddick, John	 	 $4,865.62 

IRS Tax Assessment List, Third Congressional District, Illinois, 1865 
May 19 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Amount of tax

William Fiddick	 Galena		 Income	 	 $220.00

William Fiddick	 Galena		 Income	 	 $423.40

William Fiddick	 Galena		 Income	 	 -$3.50 [=] $639.90

William Fiddick	 Galena		 1 Gold Watch	 	 $1.00

William Fiddick	 Galena		 same	 	 	 $2.00

William Fiddick	 Galena		 Piano	 	 	 $2.00


May 19	 

John Fiddick & Wm	 Galena		 Wholesale Dealers	 $75.00

	 	 	 $75,000


John Fiddick	 	 Galena		 Income	 	 $220.00

John Fiddick	 	 Galena		 Income	 	 $181.90

John Fiddick	 	 Galena		 Gold Watches (2)	 $2.00

John Fiddick	 	 Galena		 Piano	 	 	 $2.00

NARA


$5 reward for wayward cow, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 July 1865 
(Please see Addendum.)


John Fiddick, member of the committee of arrangements for Lt. General U.S. Grant, 
Galena Daily Gazette, 31 July 1865 
John Fiddick also served on the Finance Committee.


Wm. Fiddick, member of reception committee for Lt. General U.S. Grant, Galena Daily 
Gazette, Galena, 15 and 16 August 1865 
Wm. Fiddick is one of the reception committee’s 57 members.


Galena Daily Gazette, 30 September 1865 
Mr. John Fiddick retreated from New York to this city last week and was closely followed by a 
heavy reinforcement of new goods. He made a stand at No. 156, Main Street, and is entirely 
surrounded by dry goods boxes and sich like.” 
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Benefit for “the poor of Galena,” Festival of the Odd Fellows, De Soto House, 14 
December 1865 
Mrs. John Fiddick and Mrs. Wm. Fiddick were among the Galena women on the committee to 
procure donations. Mrs. William Fiddick served on the committee on superintending of tables.

Galena Daily Gazette, 5 December 1865


In New York to purchase goods, Galena Daily Gazette, 9 March 1866 
S.O. Stillman, L. Husted and John Fiddick of this city are now in New York purchasing goods for 
the spring trade. 

Benefit to be held for support of Galena public schools, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 
February 1867 
Soliciting or Donation Committee: Mrs. John Fiddick

Committee on Supper Table: Mrs. Wm Fiddick 
Galena Daily Gazette, 20 February 1867


Advertisement, W. & J. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 June 1867 
(Please see Addendum.)


Personal, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 September 1867 
John Fiddick and J.A. Wilson are now in New York, purchasing dry goods for…fall and winter….  

Galena Woolen Mill, Galena Daily Gazette, 26 September 1867 
Note: The copy is poor, which is why it’s not reproduced here. It’s an interesting article overall 
in terms of the Woolen Mill.

The officers elected by the company were as follows: R.S. Norris president, John Lorrain 
secretary, and J.H. Hellman treasurer. These, together with J.H. Burrichter, Thos. Foster, C. 
Barner, and Wm. Fiddick were chosen a Board of Directors. 

Jo Daviess County Business Directory, 1868 
Hardware. 
Fiddick, W. & J., 156 Main street. 

Dry-Goods. 
Fiddick, W. & J., 156 Main st. 
Ancestry.com


John Bastian, Philippa and Mary Bastian Fiddick’s father, dies, Galena, 28 April 1868 
John Bastian is buried in Miners Chapel Cemetery in Jo Daviess County.

Find A Grave: 20 August 1784-28 April 1868.


John Fiddick and W. Fiddick among signatories requesting Rev. Matthew Simpson, 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to come to Galena to lecture on “The Future 
of the Republic,” Galena Daily Gazette, 18 September1868 
The lead signature on the document was U.S. Grant’s.


Dissolution of partnership of W. & J. Fiddick, 1 January 1869 
(Please see Addendum.)

Galena Daily Gazette, 23 January 1869


William Fiddick transfers his interest in W. & J. Fiddick to R.H. Fiddick.
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Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886; biographical sketch, Richard H. Fiddick, genealogytrails.com


After William Fiddick’s retirement, Galena, Illinois, 1869-on 
“…after acquiring a snug fortune he retired from active life, and was succeeded by his son 
Richard H. He lived amid the comforts of a pleasant home in Galena until called hence in 
January 1886. Although quite advanced in years such had been his habits that he was well 
preserved retaining much of his vigor and manhood. Wm. Fiddick was well known as a public 
spirited and liberal citizen; a self made man who took an eminently practical view of life, and 
contributed of his means to the enterprises calculated to benefit the people. He believed in the 
establishment and maintenance of schools and churches, giving liberally to both; although not 
connected with any religious organization. He was identified with many of the leading 
enterprises of the county, served for sometime [sic: some time] as a director of the Galena 
woolen mills, and as alderman of the third ward. His good wife still survives him being ripe in 
years. She proved herself a very suitable partner for such a man as her husband, and 
encouraged him in all his worthy ambitions. 
1889 Jo Daviess County Portrait and Biographical Album, transcribed by Alfie Mueller


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1870 
City of Galena — 18 & 20 June 1870 — Post Office: Galena

210/216

William Fiddick	 	 56	 	 	 Rt. Merchant	 	 England

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 8,000  60,000

Philapia Fiddick	 	 47	 	 	 Keeping House	 England

Elizabeth Archwood	 	 30	 	 	 Domestic Servant	 England

Harriet Bowden	 	 19	 	 	 Domestic Servant	 Illinois


211/217

John Fiddick	 	 	 47	 	 	 D.G. Merchant		 England

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2,000 30,000

Mary Fiddick	 	 	 42	 	 	 Keeping House	 England

Emma Fiddick		 	 14	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Notes: Emma Fiddick has attended school within the year.

•”Rt.” stands for “retired.”

•D.G. is the census-taker’s abbreviation of “Dry Goods.”


Petition regarding the condition of Prospect Street and subsequent resolution, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 8 July 1870 
(Please see Addendum.)


List of premiums awarded at the annual Jo Daviess County Agricultural Fair, 1870 
Class K, No. 24 
Wax work, Hon—Mrs. Wm Fiddick 
Galena Daily Gazette, 1 October 1870


Illinois State Business Directory, 1871-1872 
Galena 
Dry Goods 
Fiddick J & R H, 156 Main 
Ancestry.com
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Men who “propose to organize a Library Association, whose object shall be to establish 
a Library and Reading Room in Galena,” Galena Daily Gazette, 22 February 1871 
The list includes W. Fiddick and R.H. Fiddick.


Galena Woolen Factory purchased, April, 1871 
The Galena Woolen Factory has finally been purchased by some enterprising capitalists in this 
city…. The new proprietors are ten in number, as follows: William Fiddick…et al. The Board of 
Directors consists of Stewart Crawford, J.H. Hellman, and William Fiddick. William Fiddick is 
president of the board.

Galena Daily Gazette, 25 April 1871

(See addendum.)


Jo Daviess County Horticultural Fair committee member, Galena Daily Gazette, 8 
September 1871 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick is a member of the Committee for the sale of flowers and fruits.


Artist photographs Galena buildings, including Wm. Fiddick house, Galena Daily Gazette, 
30 October 1871 
(Please see Addendum.)


List of subscribers of stock for the Galena and Southern Wisconsin Railroad, 1871 
A partial list of subscribers thus far includes Wm. Fiddick, $1,000. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 7 November 1871


Petition that Galena use “railroad time,” Galena Daily Gazette, 5 February 1872 
W. Fiddick and J & R H Fiddick were among petitioners affixing their names.

(Please see Addendum.)


Petition to have “the line of High street altered,” Galena Daily Gazette, 6 March 1872 
(Please see Addendum.)


Quitclaim Deed, City of Galena, to William Fiddick, June 5/15, 1872 
Quitclaim Deed dated June 5th, 1872. 
Acknowledged June 15th, 1872. 
Recorded June 18th, 1872, Deed Record 36, Page 335. 
Consideration $2.00 
The City of Galena, by Joseph Haser, Mayor, To William Fiddick, 
Conveys: That part of the West side of High Street in the City of Galena, on the West side of 
Galena River, which lies between Lot 19 and a part of Lot 18, in Block 4, in said City of Galena, 
and a straight line drawn from the corner of said Lot 19 at Washington and High Streets, in said 
City, to a point at said High Street on said Lot 18 in Block 4, 30 feet from the corner on said 
High Street of said Lot 19, at its junction with said Lot 18 in Block 4. 
Abstract of Title, ibid


Organization of New City Cemetery of Galena, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 June 1872 
Wm. and John Fiddick were among the citizen members of the New City Cemetery 
Association, which transferred the operation of the cemetery to the City of Galena.
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Forming a Grant & Wilson club, Galena Daily Gazette, 5 August 1872 
W. Fiddick, John Fiddick, and R.H. Fiddick are among a long, long list of men who intend to 
form a Grant & Wilson club “for work in the coming campaign.” 

Galena City Directory, 1873-1874 
Fiddick John, (J & R H Fiddick) res Prospect bet Washington and Green. 
Fiddick J * R H, (John & Richard Fiddick) dry goods, 156 Main. 
Fiddick Richard H, (J & R H. Fiddick) res High bet Washington and Green. 
Fiddick William, res cor High and Washington. 
Bailey’s Galena Directory, H.H. Houghton, Publisher and Proprietor, 1873


T.B. Hughlett and Emma M. Fiddick marry, Galena Daily Gazette, 16 October 1873 
The marriage of T.B. Hughlett and Miss Emma M. Fiddick, last evening, at the residence of Mr. 
John Fiddick, was one of the events of the season. It was one of the largest and most 
fashionable parties ever held in Galena. The happy couple will breathe the bracing air of the 
White Mountains for a few days, after which they will settle down in Galena. 

Vacation in St. Louis, The Industrial Press, 9 October 1874 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Fiddick left the city for St. Louis, Tuesday, to be absent two or three weeks. 

W. Fiddick serves on coroner’s jury, Galena Daily Gazette, 15 October 1874 
W. Fiddick was on a coroner’s jury investigating the death of Joseph Allison, brakeman, Illinois 
Central Railroad, killed in a train accident 18 September 1874, in Menominee.


William Fiddick’s store destroyed by Galena fire, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 January 1875 
(See Addendum.)


Card of thanks to firemen and “citizens generally,” who tried to save property, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 14 January 1875 
(See Addendum.)


Plans to erect a store, The Industrial Press, 21 January 1875 
(See Addendum.)


New stores after Galena fire, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 April 1875 
The new stores to be erected by Messrs. H.H. Chandler and William Fiddick, in place of those 
destroyed by fire, are to be a credit to the city, and when completed, will add much to the 
business aspect of Main street. The Fiddick store will be 100 feet deep, 30 feet wide, with a 
sixteen foot ceiling in the first, and 14 in the second story. The front will also be of iron, with 
plate glass windows. The masonry is to be done by Capt. Hale, and carpenter work by A. 
Telford, contractor. The new stores will be finished and ready for occupancy, it is hoped, as 
soon as the last of July. 

Permission granted to build fire cistern, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 August 1875 
Permission was given Wm. Fiddick, F.B. Newhall, L.S. Felt and others to build a fire cistern in 
front of the new Fiddick store. 

High Street repaired, Galena Daily Gazette, 16 September 1875 
High Street has been repaired under the direction of Alderman B.F. Fowler, between the 
residence of Wm. Fiddick and Spring Street. The expense was defrayed by private subscription. 
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Wm. Fiddick to enlarge dining room and make other improvements in his home, The 
Industrial Press, 21 September 1875 
(See Addendum.)


Petit jurors, West Galena Township, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 September 1875 
Among the petit jurors is Wm. Fiddick.


Vacation to Philadelphia and other eastern cities, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 August 1876 
William, Philippa, John, and Mary Fiddick attended the U.S. Centennial exhibition.

(See Addendum.)


Lost watch, Galena Daily Gazette, 7 September 1876 
Lost. On Wednesday afternoon, between the depot and the residence of Wm. Fiddick, an open 
face silver watch, with black ribbon band and key attached. The finder will please leave it at the 
store of John Bernedel & Son. 

Galenians at United States Centennial, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1876 
On the roll of visitors from Galena and Jo Daviess County, during the past six weeks, we note:…
Wm. Fiddick and wife, John Fiddick and wife…. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 30 September 1876


New sidewalk, Galena Daily Gazette, 16 November 1876 
Ald. Spare moved that a sidewalk (of three 10 inch grub plank in width) be put down on the 
north side of Washington Street along the line of the old cemetery from Mr. W. Fiddick’s to 
Dodge Street. Carried. 

John Fiddick installs bay window, The Industrial Press, 26 April 1877 
John Fiddick is putting in a Bay window in the South wall of his house, which will add much to 
its outside beauty and inside comfort. 

Pallbearer, funeral of Hezekiah H. Gear, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 June 1877 
Pallbearers were: Messrs. Wm. Fiddick, Frd. Stahl, Geo. Ferguson, Sr., M.Y. Johnson, R. Seal, 
G.H. Mars.


Petition to protect public buildings in Galena with lightning rods, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 
June 1877 
(See Addendum.)


Biographical profile, “The History of Jo Daviess County, Illinois,” 1878 
Fiddick Wm. Retired Merchant; residence on corner of High and Washington Streets; born in 
England Oct. 16, 1813; came to Galena Nov. 2, 1835; in 1839 he engaged in mercantile 
business here, which he continued until Jan. 1, 1869; married Phillippi Bastian; she was born in 
England, and is a member of the M.E. Church; Mr. Fiddick has been a Director of Galena 
Woolen Mills, and Alderman of the Third Ward. 

Biographical sketch: John Fiddick, “The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” 1878 
Fiddick, John, of the firm of J. & R.H. Fiddick, Dealers in Dry Goods, Carpets, Boots and Shoes, 
Furs and Feathers, 156 & 158 Main Street; resides on Prospect Street, between Washington 
and Green; born in England Feb. 22, 1826; came to Galena in 1841; engaged in mercantile 
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business ever since he came here; in 1850 he went to California and spent two years there; 
interested in mining there until he returned to Galena in 1852; married Mary Bastian Feb. 1850; 
she was born in England, and is a member of the M.E. Church. 
History of Jo Daviess County Illinois, H.F. Kett & Co., Chicago, Illinois, 1878


Mrs. W. Fiddick and Mrs. R.H. Fiddick: members of clothing committee for yellow fever 
sufferers in Memphis, Tennessee, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 September 1878 
The group forwarded $300 immediately. Proceeds from an upcoming concert will be sent as 
well. In addition, “a large box of clothing, consisting of underwear, children’s suits and other 
garments, was forwarded to Memphis by the M.E. Church to-day….”


Trip south, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 March 1879 
Messrs. Wm. Fiddick and R.H. Fiddick arrived home from the South last evening, the latter very 
much improved by the trip. 

Removes old frame barn; erecting new brick barn, The Industrial Press 7 August 1879 
(See Addendum.)


New barn enclosed and tin-roofed, The Industrial Press, 28 August 1879 
Mr. Wm. Fiddick has his new barn enclosed and tin roofed. It will be, when finished, one of the 
neatest barns in the City. 

Trip east, Galena Daily Gazette, 28 August 1879 
Mr. John Fiddick and wife, accompanied by Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, left on the 10:05 train last night 
for an extended trip through the East. Mr. Fiddick will purchase a large stock of goods…. 

New carriage house and stable built, Galena Daily Gazette, 2 October 1879 
A new carriage house and stable has just been erected on the premises of Wm. Fiddick, Esq. It 
is a two story brick, painted and wainscoted inside, and is one of the handsomest and most 
commodious buildings of the kind in Galena. 

Fiddick barn built, The Industrial Press, 2 October 1879 
Addendum.


William and John Fiddick serve on committees preparing for General Grant’s return to 
Galena, Galena Daily Gazette, 14 October 1879 
W. Fiddick serves on the Finance Committe; John Fiddick on the Committee of Arrangements


The Industrial Press, 15 January 1880 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Fiddick are preparing to spend the rest of the winter in Florida. 

First board of directors, Greenwood Cemetery Association, Galena, 1880 
The following were elected a board of directors: Thomas Foster, C.R. Perkins, F. Stahl, William 
Fiddick,” et al. C.R. Perkins was elected president, W.W. Huntington secretary, and William 
Fiddick treasurer.

“Greenwood Cemetery—The History of Its Organization,” Galena Daily Gazette, 2 February 1895

Note: The estate of William Fiddick contributed $50 to a permanent trust fund for Greenwood Cemetery.


Fiddicks support D. Hunkins for Mayor of Galena, The Industrial Press, 27 May 1880 
W. Fiddick, John Fiddick, and R.H. Fiddick were among the signers of a letter supporting the 
candidacy of D. Hunkins for mayor.
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Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1880 
3rd Ward City of Galena — 4 June 1880 

High Street — not numbered

66/66

William Fiddick	 	 60	 	 	 Retired Merchant	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Philippa Fiddick	 	 50	 Wife	 	 Keeping House	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Etta Poole	 	 	 7	 Adopted	 At School	 	 IL	 ENG	 ENG

Susan Roberts	 	 20	 	 	 Servant	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Note: Etta Poole has attended school within the year.

67/67

R.H. Fiddick	 	 	 36	 	 	 Merchant	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Fanny Fiddick		 	 32	 Wife	 	 Keeping House	 Chi-	 MA	 OH

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 cago

Maud Fiddick	 	 	 7	 Daughter	 At School	 	 Galena	ENG	 OH

Eugenia Fiddick	 	 6	 Daughter	 At School	 	 Galena	ENG	 OH

Richard Fiddick	 	 4	 Son	 	 	 	 	 Galena	ENG	 OH

Mary Moore	 	 	 25	 	 	 Servant	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG


3rd Ward City of Galena—5 June 1880—Prospect Street

90/90

John Fiddick	 	 54	 	 	 Dry good Merchant	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Mary Fiddick	 	 53	 Wife	 	 Keeping House	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

[Note: Also enumerated at this dwelling house and family number were Marian Quinche, 77, 
and daughter, Connie E. Quinche, 35.]


Vacation out west, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 August 1880 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Fiddick have gone West, on a pleasure tour, which will include the various 
points of interest in Colorado and Nebraska. 

Purchase of Hempstead building, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 March 1881 
(See Addendum.)


Wm. Fiddick purchases store building, corner or Main and Perry, The Industrial Press, 24 
March 1881 
(See Addendum.)


Election results, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1881 
West Galena

Overseers of Highways

District No 3  Charles Hartwig 266, Wm. Fiddick 567

The Industrial Press, 14 April 1881

Note: For Supervisor: R H Fiddick 326, Henry Marfield 535. Marfield’s majority 209.


W. Fiddick to lease portion of Old City Cemetery, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 August 1881 
Ald. Fawcett stated that Mr. W. Fiddick would lease a portion of the unoccupied part of the old 
cemetery, if such an arrangement could be made, and on his motion the matter was referred to 
the committee on public grounds with power to act. 

William Fiddick, pallbearer at funeral of George Ferguson, The Industrial Press, 15 
September 1881 
(See Addendum.)

Note: This obituary was also in the Galena Daily Gazette of 13 September 1881.
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Wm. Fiddick, member of Galena committee preparing memorial services for 
assassinated President James A. Garfield, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 September 1881 

St. Louis Exposition, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 October 1881 
(See Addendum.)


Rooms for rent, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 October 1881 
Three rooms, suitable for offices on the corner of Main and Hi streets. Enquire of W. Fiddick. 
Note: “Hi” is spelled thusly in the ad.


Wm. Fiddick farm for sale, Galena Daily Gazette, 6 October 1881 
(See Addendum.)


Galena Woolen Mill property for sale, Galena Daily Gazette, 3 January 1882 
(See Addendum.)


Real estate investments in Galena, Galena Daily Gazette, 15 April 1882

(See Addendum.)


Business trip to Chicago, Galena Daily Gazette, 23 May 1882 
Wm. Fiddick, Esq., has gone to Chicago on business. 

A.J. Louchheim rents Wm. Fiddick’s store, corner of Hill and Main streets, Galena, 1882 
The Industrial Press, 15 June 1882


First Methodist Episcopal Church Official Board, October, 1883 
Parsonage Furniture—Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, Mrs. John Fiddick, Mrs. D.A. Taylor, Mrs. W.W. 
Venable, Mrs. J.N. Waggoner. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 24 October 1883


Fiddick House on Prospect St. being remodeled 
Plans by Harry Telford, work being done by A. Telford & Son, 5/11/83, p3 c5. 
jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org


Galena Daily Gazette, 8 November 1883

The Wm. Fiddick premises on Hill and Bench Streets, back of A.J. Loucheim’s store, are being 
enclosed with a high board fence. 

Newhall property on Main Street sold, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 January 1884

Newhall Drug Store remodeled and refitted, Galena Industrial Press, 28 February 1884

Buildings, rear of Newhall’s drug store, taken down, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 March 1884 
(See Addendum.)


William Fiddick elected treasurer of Greenwood Cemetery Association, 1884 
(See Addendum.)


Update, Newhall property, corner of Main and Hill, Galena Industrial Press, 15 May 1884 
Since Mr. Wm. Fiddick came in possession of the Newhall property, on the corner of Main and 
Hill Streets, he has made great changes, doing away with unsightly places and building new 
where needed. He is now engaged in laying the curbing anew, and putting down a new 
sidewalk. 
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Will of William Fiddick, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 14 August 1884 
Second Paragraph: I give, devise and bequeath unto my beloved wife, Phillippa Fiddick, 
(bequests of personal property). I also give, devise and bequeath to her and her heirs, Lot 19, 
Block 4, and part of Lot 18, Block 4, on the West side of Galena River, in the City of Galena. The 
same being the Lot and part of Lot upon which my dwelling house and barn are situated. 
Abstract of Title, ibid: In Jo Daviess County, County Court, February Term 1886. Will dated August 14th, 1884. 
Admitted to Probate February 17th, 1886, Will Record D, Page 185.


Methodist Episcopal Church Officers, Galena Daily Gazette, 16 August 1884 
M.E. Church Officers 
Parsonage Furniture [Committee]—Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, Mrs. D.A. Taylor, Mrs. W.W. Venable, Mrs. 
J.N. Waggoner. 
Trustees—G.H. Mars, Wm. Fiddick, T.M. Roberts, H.H. Chandler, Moses Annetts, James Oates, 
G.S. Avery, Jacob Fawcett, J.W. Liddell. 

List of premiums awarded at Jo Daviess County Agricultural Society Fair, 1884 
Class L, No. 28 — Mrs. Wm Fiddick specimen hair work — $2.00 
Galena Daily Gazette, 21 October 1884


Better facilities for putting out fires needed, Galena Industrial Press, 15 January 1885 
(See Addendum.)


Dissolution of Firm of J & R.H. Fiddick, Galena Industrial Press, 12 March 1885 
(See Addendum.)


John Fiddick appointed conservator for Peter Perry, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 May 1885 
(See Addendum.)

Note: John Fiddick was also the executor of William Perry’s estate.


Wm. Fiddick, member of Committee of Arrangements for memorial services for General 
Grant’s funeral, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 July 1885 
(See Addendum.)


R.H. Fiddick buys Horton Block from John Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 9 March 1885 
Mr. R.H. Fiddick has purchased of John Fiddick the Horton block, so long known as the Tyler 
House block. It is a valuable piece of property. 
For “The Fiddick Dissolution” article, please see the Addendum.


William Fiddick’s illness, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 December 1885 
Mr. Wm. Fiddick, who has been confined to his house for several months with sickness, is 
slowly recovering. 

William Fiddick ill, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 January 1886 
There is a slight improvement in the condition of Mr. Wm. Fiddick. 

William Fiddick dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 21 January 1886 
He was 72 years and 3 months old. William Fiddick is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena. 

Find A Grave; Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886
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Obituary of William Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 21 January 1886 
(See Addendum.)


Notice, Liberty Fire Company re Wm. Fiddick’s funeral/funeral announcement, 1886 
(See Addendum.)


Funeral, William Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 January 1886 
(See Addendum.)


Obituary of William Fiddick, Galena Press, 28 January 1886 
(See Addendum.)


“The Late Wm. Fiddick,” Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886 
(See Addendum.)


Resolutions of respect, Liberty Fire Company No. 1, Galena Daily Gazette, 3 February 
1886 
(See Addendum.)


Memorial tribute to Wm. Fiddick: commentary, Galena Press, 11 March 1886 
(See Addendum.)


In Memoriam: Directors of the Greenwood Cemetery Association, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 
May 1886 
(See Addendum.)


House on High Street repainted, Galena Daily Gazette, 28 July 1886 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick has had the woodwork on the exterior of her residence on High street neatly 
re-painted. It greatly improves the appearance of the house. 

John Fiddick family vacation, Galena Press, 19 August 1886 
(See Addendum.)


Return from vacation to New York and White Mountains, Galena Press, 2 September 1886 
(See Addendum.)


John Fiddick to retire, Galena Daily Gazette, 5 January 1887 
The people of Galena and vicinity will regret to learn that Mr. John Fiddick, the dry goods 
merchant, has decided to retire from business, as he announces in his new advertisement in 
this paper. Mr. Fiddick is one of Galena’s leading and best known business men, and has had a 
long, honorable and successful business career in the city, and but few men have so many 
friends as he. 

Poor house bill reimbursed, Galena Daily Gazette, 7 January 1887 
John Fiddick, dry goods	 	 $74.18 

John Fiddick announcement, Galena Daily Gazette, 16 March 1887 
(See Addendum.)
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Wm. Fiddick’s granite monument erected at Greenwood Cemetery, Galena Daily Gazette, 
3 June 1887 
(See Addendum.)


Water service, Galena Daily Gazette, 22 July 1887 
The city water supply has been put in the residences of A.J. Lemper, W.A. Bixby, John Fiddick, 
and T.L. McDermott this week. 

Water service, Galena Daily Gazette, 8 August 1887 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick and Mrs. McNeil have had water service put in their residences on the hill. 

Galena Water Company, Galena Press, 11 August 1887 
The Galena Water Company are continually making new conquests. Mrs. Wm. Fiddick and Mrs. 
H. McNeill have a supply and many along the alley are taking it. 

John Fiddick & Co. formed, Galena Daily Gazette, 13 March 1888 
(See Addendum.)


Galena sidewalk ordinance, 1888 
(See Addendum.)

Galena Daily Gazette, 11 June 1888


Explosion on Prospect Street, Galena Daily Gazette, 7 August 1888 
A gas explosion occurred in the Haile building. “The explosion wrecked the walls and sent 
broken bricks and debris on the roof of Mr. John Fiddick’s residence, and a screen door was 
blown across Mr. Fiddick’s lot and landed in Mr. B.F. Felt’s yard.


Galena Daily Gazette, 5 March 1889 
Mr. Charles R. Tippett, of Scales Mound, who served on the jury last week, is an early settler. 
He came to Galena in 1838. His uncle, John Tippet, kept a hotel and boarding house at that 
time where John Fiddick’s store now is. 

The dry goods firm of John Fiddick & Company has been dissolved by mutual consent. Mr. 
Fiddick will continue the business. Thomas Glanville will probably remain in the establishment. 

Legacies and bequests enumerated, William Fiddick estate, May term of court, Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois, 1889 
William Fiddick bequeathed $40,000 to his wife, Phillippa [so-spelled] Fiddick.

Report of executor and executrix of William Fiddick’s estate, Jo Daviess County, Illinois

(See Addendum.)


Steam heating installed, Galena Daily Gazette, 13 June 1889 
Messrs. R. Barrett and John Fiddick, and Mrs. Wm. Fiddick are to have steam-heating 
apparatus put in their respective residences. 

John Fiddick serves on board of directors of Merchants’ National Bank, Galena, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 20 June 1889 
(See Addendum)


John Fiddick sells fireworks, The Galena Press, 10 July 1889 
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Mr. John Fiddick had his usual fine display of fireworks on the night of the Fourth. He 
understands the selection as well as the manipulation of such dangerous missils. {sic]. 

Bookkeeper resigns, The Galena Press, 10 July 1889 
W.T. Polkingborn has resigned the position of book keeper [sic] for John Fiddick on account of 
ill health and has secured a position in Colorado. 

Vacation trip to New York, Boston, Portland, and White Mountains, 1889 
(See Addendum.)

Galena Press, 28 August 1889


John Fiddick opens branch store in Stockton, Galena Daily Gazette, 3 December 1889 

Watch found, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 November 1890 
Lost.—-A lady’s nickel watch, open face, between Mrs. Wm. Fiddick’s corner on the hill and the 
M.E. church. A reward is offered for the return of the watch to this office. 

New carriage, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 June 1891 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick has a new two-seated carriage, purchased from C. Bench. 

New “runabout” wagon, Galena Daily Gazette, 8 July 1891 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick has an elegant new duplex “runabout” wagon from Bench’s repository. 
(See Addendum.)


Three new “dwelling houses,” High street, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 September 1891 
(See Addendum.)


W.A. Telford begins work on three new houses, Galena Daily Gazette, 28 September 1891 
(See Addendum.)


Update on one of the new houses, Galena Daily Gazette, 14 October 1891 
The foundation of one of the new houses being built on High street by Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, has 
been completed. 

Plumbing contractor, new houses, High street, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 December 1891 
John Heid has taken the contract to do the plumbing in Mrs. Wm. Fiddick’s new houses on 
High street. 

W.A. Telford finishes work on new houses built for Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 22 April 1892 
W.A. Telford has finished the construction of the three new houses… 
Galena Architecture; Galena, Illinois Historic District, City of Galena


“Heavy Tax Payers” list, Galena Daily Gazette, 17 February 1892 
Mrs. William Fiddick is the largest individual tax-payer and John H. Hellman pays more than any 
one else on personal property.  
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick: $714.58 
Note: This was more than the Galena Water Co., Galena Gas Light Co., and Galena Electric Light Co. were 
assessed.

•John Fiddick: $536.58

•R.H. Fiddick: $298.78
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Etta (Poole) Fiddick, “niece and adopted daughter of Mrs. William Fiddick,” marries and 
elopes to Chicago, 4 February 1893 
Galena Daily Gazette, 4 February 1893

(See Addendum.)


Weddings. 
Objections Did Not Stop Them. 
Special Dispatch to the Globe-Democrat. 
Galena, Ill., February 4.—There was an elopement here this morning. Calvin Clauer, a young 
jeweler of Ottawa, arrived in Galena last night, and this morning at 7 o’clock was married by the 
Rev. David Clark, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, to Miss Etta Fiddick, a niece and 
adopted daughter of Mrs. William Fiddick, a wealthy widow of this city. The ceremony took 
place at the parsonage, after which the couple left on the morning train for Chicago. She has 
considerable property in her own name, and her social prominence gives tinge of romance to 
the affair. The young couple had been engaged for some time, but the marriage was opposed 
by friends of the bride on the ground that she was too young to be married. 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 5 February 1893

Note: In a subsequent correction in the Galena Daily Gazette, it was stated that Etta Fiddick was not, in fact, 
adopted by the Fiddicks and that, in William Fiddick’s estate papers, he referred to her as Etta Poole.


Newspaper correction of Miss Etta Fiddick/Pool, Galena Daily Gazette, 6 February 1893 
(See Addendum.)


Galena Daily Gazette, 6 April 1893 
Mrs. Calvin K. Clauer of Ottawa, Ill., is visiting at the residence of Mrs. Wm. Fiddick. 

Mary Bastian Fiddick dies of pneumonia, Galena, 20 April 1893 
Mrs. John Fiddick, wife of the well-known dry-goods merchant, died at the family residence on 
Prospect street at 1 o’clock this afternoon at the age of 66. …the relatives were hastily 
summoned. In an hour she passed away, while her husband, her sister, Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, Mr. 
and Mrs. T.B. Hughlett, and her pastor, Rev. John Lee, were at her bedside. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 20 April 1893

(See Addendum.)


One of two original members of Methodist Ladies’ Aid Society still living, 1894 
Of the original members all have passed away except Mrs. J.N. Waggoner and Mrs. Wm. 
Fiddick, both of whom are still active members of the society, and both have filled each of the 
offices. Of the older members Mrs. John Fiddick, one of the originators, and vice-president and 
treasurer for many years [others listed] have recently passed away. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 23 August 1894


Long-time friends come to visit, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 September 1895 
Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Packard of Los Angeles, Cal., arrived this morning for a visit at the residence 
of Mrs. Wm. Fiddick. Mr. Packard was a leading business man of Galena years ago, and 
subsequently was at the head of the Frazer Lubricator company in Chicago a long time. The 
last several years he has lived in Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Wm. Fiddick donates to Galena Congregational Fair, 1897 
Galena Daily Gazette, 4 March 1897
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Plate glass front installed, store front, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 April 1897 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick will have a plate glass front put in the store adjoining that occupied by Wm. 
Siniger’s drug store. J.B. Ginn has the contract and the work will be done soon. 

Galena Daily Gazette, 4 February 1898 
The Ladies Aid society of the First Methodist church will meet with Mrs. Wm. Fiddick to-morrow 
afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

Galena Daily Gazette, 12 April 1898 
Mrs. Cal. Clauer and son of Chicago are in the city and are guests at the home of Mrs. Wm. 
Fiddick. 

Wm. Fiddick, Jr., dies, of W. Fiddick & Son, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 July 1898 
(See Addendum.)


Cousin of William Fiddick and John Fiddick dies, Warren, Illinois, 31 December 1898 
William Fiddick died of uramic [sic: uraemic] poisoning in Warren, Illinois, in his 65th year.

Galena Daily Gazette, 6 January 1899


William Fiddick estate pays highest amount of tax in Galena, 1899 
Galena Daily Gazette, 9 March 1899


Galena, Illinois, City Directory, 1900 
Fiddick, John, dry goods, 213 S. Prospect st. 
Fiddick, R.H., dry goods, Richard H, Eugenia, Florence, 209 S High st. 
Mrs. Fiddick, widow, 129 S. High St. 
H.H. Houghton, Publisher and Proprietor


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1900 
Township of West Galena — City of Galena — 4 June 1900 — High Street

92/100

Richard H. Fiddick	 	 55	 Head	 	 Merchant, Dry 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Goods

Frances E. Fiddick	 	 53	 Wife	 	 	 	 	 IL	 ME	 OH

Richard A. Fiddick	 	 24	 Son	 	 Clerk (Dry Goods)	 IL	 ENG	 IL

Eugenia F. Fiddick	 	 26	 Daughter	 	 	 	 IL	 ENG	 IL

Florence Fiddick	 	 18	 Daughter	 	 	 	 IL	 ENG	 IL

Mary A. Moore	 	 59	 Servant	 Servant-girl	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Notes: Richard H. Fiddick was born in March of 1845. He and Frances E. Fiddick have been married 31 years. 
Richard H. Fiddick immigrated in 1847. He has lived in the U.S. for 63 years. He is a naturalized citizen.

•Frances E. Fiddick was born in October, 1846. She has had 7 children; 4 are living.

•Eugenia F. Fiddick was born March, 1874.

•Florence Fiddick’s date of birth is August 1881.

•Mary A. Moore was born in September of 1840. She is single. Mary A. Moore immigrated in 1841. She has lived in 
the U.S. 59 years.


103/111

Philipa Fiddich	 	 78	 Head	 	 Capitalist	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Susan Roberts	 	 43	 Servant	 House-keeper		 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Notes: Philipa “Fiddich” was born January 1822. A widow, she has had no children, She has lived in the U.S. for 59 
years.

•Susan Roberts was born July, 1856. She is single. She emigrated to the U.S. in 1870. She has lived here 30 years.
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Galena Daily Gazette, 24 August 1901 
Mrs. C.H. Clauer of Chicago is the guest of Mrs. Wm. Fiddick on Washington street. 

Reception, Mrs. Wm. Fiddick’s home, Galena Daily Gazette, 17 October 1902 
(See Addendum.)


Ann Holman Bastian, Mary Fiddick’s mother: “an invalid from paralysis,” dies, 1903 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 January 1904


Meeting of Galena Athletic Association held, Galena Daily Gazette, 11 March 1903 
The Athletic Association thanked a long list of people for their financial support including Mrs. 
Wm. Fiddick, Mrs. R.H. Fiddick, and John Fiddick.


Methodist Woman’s Home Missionary society meeting at Mrs. Wm. Fiddick’s, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 12 November 1903 
(See Addendum.)


Mary Bastian Fiddick’s father, John Bastian, dies, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 9 January 1904.  
He was 94 years, 3 months, and 28 days old.

Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 January 1904


West Galena assessment, real and personal property, 1904 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick  
Full fair cash value: $570	 Assessed value: $114 
Galena Daily Gazette, 25 June 1904


Galena Daily Gazette, 11 August 1904 
Mrs. C.K. Clauer and little daughter, of Oak Park, are visiting Mrs. Wm. Fiddick. 

Sister visits, Galena Daily Gazette, 7 October 1904 
Mrs. Wm. Trevarthen of Guilford is visiting her sister Mrs. Wm. Fiddick on the hill. 

John Fiddick Dry Goods Store closes; Insolvent, Galena Daily Gazette, 21 November 1904 
(See Addendum.)


Bankruptcy, Northern District of Illinois, Galena Daily Gazette, 2 December 1904 
(See Addendum.)


List, personal property taxpayers exceeding $250, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 January 1905 
Wm. Fiddick Estate	 $340.70	 John Fiddick  $302.88


John Fiddick’s 79th birthday, Galena Daily Gazette, 22 February 1905 
(See Addendum.)

Note: As an elderly gentleman, several of his birthdays are noted in the Galena Daily Gazette.


Galena Daily Gazette, 16 May 1905 
More than a score of ladies took tea with Mrs. William Fiddick yesterday afternoon at her home 
on the hill. The guests were self-invited and they brought both substantial and dainty 
refreshments which were served about five o’clock, after which several hours were spent in a 
very pleasant manner. 
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Sidewalks improved, Galena Daily Gazette, 5 June 1905 
Not in years has city had so many good walks and the good work still goes on. 
With Main street paved…and several thousand feet of cement side-walk laid along the various 
streets, Galena will be as picturesque and as sightly a place as is to be seen anywhere in the 
state, or in the whole country, for that matter.  
Walks repaired from 8th of May to 3d of June, 1905. 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, Washington St, repaired. 

Galena Main Street paved: property owners who helped pay for the improvement, 1905 
Now that Main street has been paved, it may be of interest to know who are the several 
property owners abutting on this thoroughfare, and what percentage of the cost is theirs. …a 
list of the property owners with the number of feet frontage on Main street where paving has 
been done is given below: 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, 31 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, 38 2-10 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, 23 
Galena Daily Gazette, 9 September 1905


Bankrupt’s Petition for Discharge, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 September 1905 
(See Addendum.)


Lots considered for site of new Carnegie Library in Galena, Galena Daily Gazette, 5 
March 1906 
…the lot corner of Hill and Bench streets owned by Mrs. Wm. Fiddick was among several being 
considered. 

Thomas Bastain [sic], brother of Philippa Bastian Fiddick, dies, East Galena, Illinois, 
Galena Daily Gazette, 7 December 1906 
Thomas Bastian was 88 years, 4 months, and 13 days old. He is buried in Miners Cemetery.

Obituary: Galena Daily Gazette, 18 December 1906; Illinois Statewide Death Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois 
Secretary of State


Contributions for St. Mary’s Hospital, Galena Daily Gazette, 17 January 1908 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick contributed $5.00 for maintaining St. Mary’s Hospital.


West Galena taxpayers whose personal property taxes exceed $75, Galena Daily Gazette, 
3 February 1908 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick is among those listed.


Galena Daily Gazette, 29 April 1908 
Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Fiddick of Osage, Iowa, are visiting at the residence of Mrs. Wm. Fiddick. 

Galena Daily Gazette, 6 November 1909 
The Missionary societies of the First M.E. church will give a thimble party at the home of Mrs. 
William Fiddick on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 12th. 

Philippa Bastian Fiddick’s sister, Mrs. Trevarthen, seriously ill, Galena Daily Gazette, 15 
January 1910 
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Will of Philippa Fiddick, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1 February 1910 
Philippa Fiddick, widow of William Fiddick, left a generous will to her legatees, as follows:

•To Emma M. Houghlett: “my homestead and barn situated on lot nineteen (19) in Block four (4) 
and on part of lot eighteen (18) in Block four in the City of Galena on the west side of Galena 
River….” 
•To brother-in-law John Fiddick: “use and income of my three cottages situated on lot two (2) in 
Block six (6) and on the north half of lot four (4) in block (6) six in…Galena…. 
•To the three daughters of RH Fiddick: Mandy Secor, Eugenia Roberts and Florence F. Day: 
“the lots upon which [the three cottages] are situated.” 
•To Charles Obye: “my horse and pheaton and harness and also the sum of Five hundred 
dollars $500 for his services rendered to me.” 
•”I give and bequeath to Susan Roberts who is now living with me one hundred dollars ($100 if 
she shall be with me at the time of my death.” 
•To Greenwood Cemetery: “100 to take care of my burial lot in said cemetery….” 
•To First Methodist Episcopal Church in Galena: “Five hundred dollars ($500).” 
•”All the rest and residue of my estate including my household furniture and any money if there 
be any left…equal shares to: Maud Secor, Eugenia Roberts, Florence F. Day, Richard Alden 
Fiddick who are the four children of R. H. Fiddick, Anna Bastian my niece, Orlando Bastian my 
nephew, Emma Blackstone my niece, Philippa Pool my niece, Elizabeth Wright my niece, John 
Bastian, my nephew, Mary Sethlean my niece, Thomas Trevarthan my nephew, Frank 
Trevarthan, my nephew, William H. Trevarthan, my nephew, Herbert Bastian my nephew, Agnes 
Tressidder my niece, Ida Bastian my niece, Wilbur Bastian my nephew, Laura Bastian my niece, 
and John Fiddick share and share alike.” 

She named Henry Wallace of Galena executor of her last will and testament.

Jo Daviess County Will Records, Volume H-K, 1904-1917 

Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1910 
West Galena Township — Galena City — 19 & 20 April 1910 — 129 High St.

127/127

Philippa Fiddick	 	 87	 Head	 	 Own Income	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Susie Roberts		 	 51	 Servant	 House Keeper		 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Private Family

Notes: Philippa Fiddick emigrated to the U.S. in 1841; Susie Roberts in 1870.

•Philippa Fiddick is a widow. She has had no children.


West Galena Township—Galena City—19 & 20 April 1910—Washington St.

135/137

John Fiddick	 	 	 84	 Head	 	 Own Income	 	 ENG	 ENG	 ENG

Minnie Geselbrecht	 	 48	 Servant	 House Keeper		 IL	 GER	 GER

Notes: John Fiddick is a widower. Minnie Geselbrecht is single.

•John Fiddick emigrated to the U.S. in 1841. He is a naturalized citizen.  

Supervisor’s Report of West Galena: John Bastian, 1910 
Sept. 1st Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, rent for clerk’s office…$18.00 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick, 6 mont[h]s rent for town office…$18.00 
Galena Daily Gazette, 25 April 1910 

John Fiddick celebrates his 85th birthday, Warren Sentinel-Leader, 15 March 1911 
John Fiddick, the old-time Galena merchant, recently celebrated his 85th birthday anniversary. 
He has been a resident of Galena for 71 years. 
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Galena Daily Gazette, 17 February 1912 
Mrs. Wm. Fiddick is reported suffering with an attack of pneumonia. 

Philippa Bastian Fiddick dies, Galena, Illinois, 17 February 1912 
Philippa Bastian Fiddick died 17 February 1912 in Galena. She is buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Galena.

Find A Grave; Abstract of Title, Jo Daviess County, Illinois; Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 February 1912; 
“Marriages and Deaths of the Past Year,” Galena Daily Gazette, 31 December 1912

(Please see Addendum for her obituary.)


Executor’s public sale of household goods of Philippa Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 
April 1912 
(See Addendum.)


Richard Henry Fiddick marries Elsie Williams, Osage, Mitchell County, Iowa, 12 
September 1912 
List of Marriages, Galena Daily Gazette, 31 December 1912


R.H. Fiddick, “adopted son of Philippa Fiddick,” relinquishes his interest in Philippa 
Fiddick’s estate, Galena, Illinois, 6 July 1914 
Probate records of Philippa Fiddick, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Courthouse


Galena Daily Gazette, 12 March 1918 
The many friends of John Fiddick will be sorry to learn that he is very ill at his home on Prospect 
street. 

John Fiddick dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 16 March 1918 
John Fiddick was 92 years old when he died. He was buried 19 March 1918 in the Fiddick 
family plot in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois.

Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths Index; tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois, jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org


John Fiddick, an old and respected resident of Galena, died at his home Saturday, aged 92 
years. 
The Stockton Herald, Stockton, Illinois, 20 March 1918


Death of John Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 March 1918 
(See Addendum.)


Funeral of John Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 March 1918 
The funeral of John Fiddick was held Tuesday afternoon at two-thirty o’clock at his late home 
on Prospect street. Rev. W.W. Liston of the Methodist church officiated and Miss Elizabeth 
Maxeiner sang several hymns. Interment was made in Greenwood cemetery, the following 
acting as pall bearers: S.J. Hughlett, E.K. Blewett, James Thompson, Charles H. Obye, August 
Gesselbracht and Henry Gesselbracht. 

Executrix’ Notice, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 June 1918 
Minnie Gesselbracht was appointed executrix of John Fiddick’s estate.


Golden wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 
August 1918 
(Please see Addendum.)
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“German Presbyterians Secure John Fiddick House on Prospect Street for Purpose,” 
Galena Daily Gazette, 17 March 1920 
A Bethany Old People’s Home has been organized in Galena, by the German Presbyterians of 
this city. Rev. A. Krebs is the father of the movement which has culminated in a legal 
organization under the state charter. The John Fiddick home on Prospect Street, a commodious 
building has been secured for the new home and a more comfortable place for such an 
institution would be hard to find. 

“Old People’s Home Not Yet a Reality,” Galena Daily Gazette, 4 June 1920 
Proposed Establishment of Institution in Galena May Have to be Abandoned.

(Please see Addendum.)


Death of Mrs. Emma M. Bastian Hughlett, Galena Daily Gazette, 15 December 1930 
(Please see Addendum.)


Some Fiddick history, Galena Daily Gazette, 1 August 1942 
(Please see Addendum.)
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 Addendum, Page 1

Addendum



 Addendum, Page 2

William Fiddick emigrates to the United States on board the “Columbia,” 1835 



 Addendum, Page 3

Deed between Edwin Johns and William and James Fiddick, JDC,  
4 January 1842 (part 1 of 2)



 Addendum, Page 4

Deed between Edwin Johns and William and James Fiddick, JDC, 4 January 1842,  
page 2

For rent, North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser, 20 October 1843



 

 Addendum, Page 5

Galena and Chicago Railroad offer, “merchants and traders” of Galena, including 
Wm. Fiddick, Galena Daily Advertiser, 21 February 1850

For sale or rent, Main Street store, Galena Daily Advertiser, 17 August 1850

W. & J. Fiddick move their store, Galena Daily Advertiser, 26 April 1851



 Addendum, Page 6

William and Philippa Fiddick’s house built, corner of High and Washington streets, 
Galena, Illinois, circa 1858

Caption

Research of GLHA researchers Craig Albaugh and Dale Glick


Notice, Galena Daily Advertiser, 2 July 1852



John and Mary Fiddick move into their new home on Prospect Street, Galena, 1859  

 Addendum, Page 7

Alfie Mueller photo collection, from “Images of America, Galena”

James Fiddick dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 20 August 1860 

Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois, Find A Grave.



 Addendum, Page 8

Payment by Wm. Fiddick to Dr. E.D. Kittoe for medical attendance for deceased 
brother, James Fiddick -- 25 August 1860



 Addendum, Page 9

Letters Testamentary, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 3 November 1860


Petition of William Fiddick for Letters Testamentary as executor of James 
Fiddick’s estate

“Executor’s Final Notice,” Galena Daily Advertiser, 17 November 1862
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District 3 annual list, IRS income tax assessment, Illinois, 1863-1864 

$5 reward for wayward cow, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 July 1865
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Advertisement for W. & J. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 June 1867
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Advertisement, W. & J. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 28 December 1867
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Dissolution of partnership of W. & J. Fiddick, 1 January 1869

Petition regarding the condition of Prospect Street and subsequent resolution, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 8 July 1870
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Men who “propose to organize a Library Association, whose object shall be to 
establish a Library and Reading Room in Galena,” Galena Daily Gazette, 22  
February 1871
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Galena Woolen Factory purchased, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 April, 1871

Artist photographs Galena buildings, including Wm. Fiddick house, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 30 October 1871
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Petition that Galena use “railroad time,” Galena Daily Gazette, 5 February 1872 

Petition to have “the line of High street altered,” Galena Daily Gazette, 6 March 1872

William Fiddick’s store destroyed by Galena fire, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 
January 1875
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Card of thanks to firemen and “citizens generally,” who tried to save property, 
Galena Daily Gazette, 14 January 1875

Plans to erect a store, The Industrial Press, 21 January 1875

Wm. Fiddick to enlarge dining room and make other improvements, The 
Industrial Press, 21 September 1875
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Vacation to Philadelphia and other eastern cities, Galena Daily Gazette, 18 
August 1876

Petition to protect public buildings in Galena with lightning rods, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 20 June 1877

Purchase of Hempstead building, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 March 1881
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Wm. Fiddick purchases store building, corner of Main and Perry, The Industrial 
Press, 24 March 1881

Pallbearer at funeral of George Ferguson, The Industrial Press, 15 September 1881

St. Louis Exposition, Galena Daily Gazette, 4 October 1881

Wm. Fiddick farm for sale, Galena Daily Gazette, 6 October 1881
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Galena Woolen Mill property for sale, Galena Daily Gazette, 3 January 1882

Real estate investments in Galena, Galena Daily Gazette, 15 April 1882
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Newhall property on Main Street sold, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 January 1884

Newhall Drug Store remodeled and refitted, Galena Industrial Press, 28 
February 1884

Buildings, rear of Newhall’s drug store, taken down, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 
March 1884
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William Fiddick elected treasurer of Greenwood Cemetery Association, 13 May 1884

Better facilities for putting out fires needed, Galena Industrial Press, 15 January 1885



Dissolution of Firm of J & R.H. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette 9 March 1885 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Dissolution of Firm of J & R.H. Fiddick, Galena Industrial Press, 12 March 1885
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John Fiddick appointed conservator for Peter Perry, Galena Daily Gazette, 19 May 1885
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Wm. Fiddick, member of Committee of Arrangements for memorial services 
for General Grant’s funeral, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 July 1885
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Obituary of William Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 21 January 1886

Notice, Liberty Fire Company re Wm. Fiddick’s funeral/funeral announcement, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 22 January 1886
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Funeral, William Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 January 1886 

Obituary of William Fiddick, Galena Press, 28 January 1886
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“The Late Wm. Fiddick,” Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886

(Continued on the next page)
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“The Late Wm. Fiddick,” Galena Daily Gazette, 29 January 1886 (continued)

Resolutions of respect, Liberty Fire Company No. 1, Galena Daily Gazette, 3 
February 1886
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Memorial tribute to Wm. Fiddick: commentary, Galena Press, 11 March 1886 

In Memoriam: Directors of the Greenwood Cemetery Association, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 4 May 1886
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Vacation, Galena Press, 19 August 1886

Return from vacation to New York and White Mountains, Galena Press, 2 
September 1886

John Fiddick announcement, Galena Daily Gazette, 16 March 1887
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Wm. Fiddick’s granite monument erected at Greenwood Cemetery, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 3 June 1887

John Fiddick & Co. formed, Galena Daily Gazette, 13 March 1888
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Galena sidewalk ordinance, Galena Daily Gazette, 11 June 1888

John Fiddick serves on board of directors of Merchants’ National Bank, Galena, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 20 June 1889
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Legacies and bequests enumerated, William Fiddick estate, May term of court, 
Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1889
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Vacation trip to New York, Boston, Portland, and White Mountains, Galena 
Press, 28 August 1889

New “runabout” wagon, Galena Daily Gazette, 8 July 1891

Three new “dwelling houses,” High street, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 
September 1891

W.A. Telford begins work on three new houses, Galena Daily Gazette, 28 
September 1891
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Etta (Poole) Fiddick, “niece and adopted daughter of Mrs. William Fiddick,” marries and 
elopes to Chicago, 4 February 1893
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Newspaper correction of Miss Etta Fiddick/Pool, Galena Daily Gazette, 6 February 1893 

Mary Bastian Fiddick dies of pneumonia, Galena, 20 April 1893 
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Wm. Fiddick, Jr., dies, of W. Fiddick & Son, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 July 1898

Reception, Mrs. Wm. Fiddick’s home, Galena Daily Gazette, 17 October 1902
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Methodist Woman’s Home Missionary society meeting at Mrs. Wm. Fiddick’s, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 12 November 1903

John Fiddick Dry Goods Store closes; Insolvent, Galena Daily Gazette, 21 November 
1904
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Bankruptcy, Northern District of Illinois, Galena Daily Gazette, 2 December 1904 

John Fiddick’s 79th birthday, Galena Daily Gazette, 22 February 1905 
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Woman’s Home Missionary Society, First Methodist Episcopal Church, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 10 May 1906.

Bankrupt’s Petition for Discharge, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 September 1905 
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Philippa Bastian Fiddick dies, Galena, Illinois, 17 February 1912

Executor’s public sale of household goods of Philippa Fiddick, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 27 April 1912
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Galena Daily Gazette, 18 March 1918

John Fiddick dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 16 March 1918
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Golden wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 
August 1918

Continued on next page
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Golden wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Fiddick, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 
August 1918  
(continued from previous page)
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“Old People’s Home Not Yet a Reality,” Galena Daily Gazette, 4 June 1920
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Death of Mrs. Emma M. Bastian Hughlett, Galena Daily Gazette, 15 December 1930 
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Some Fiddick history, Galena Daily Gazette, 1 August 1942
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Craig Albaugh collection

Fiddick & Glanville Store, c. 1888



 

 Addendum, Page 50

Craig Albaugh collection

Mrs. John Fiddick
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Craig Albaugh collection

John FIddick
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Craig Albaugh collection

William Fiddick
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Craig Albaugh collection

Philippa Bastian Fiddick
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Craig Albaugh collection

Henry Fiddick
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Craig Albaugh collection

Elsie Williams Fiddick
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Craig Albaugh collection

Elsie Williams Fiddick (back row, far left)
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Craig Albaugh collection

Henry Fiddick (back row, left)
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Alfie Mueller collection

William Fiddick home, High Street


