
Paul Garber Farm, c. 1836 

Summary 

Emigrating, even today, can be arduous, dangerous, sometimes fatal.


Paul Gerber/Garber and Marie Juliette “Julia” Pelletier had more harrowing emigrations to Jo 
Daviess County than most immigrants, although ones they shared with a singular group of 
people who played important roles in the history of Jo Daviess County; Lafayette County, 
Wisconsin; St. Louis, Missouri, and Canada. Theirs was an amazing odyssey.


It started with ocean voyages. All ocean trips under sail were inherently dangerous in the 19th 
century, followed by often arduous overland and/or riverine trips to get to Jo Daviess County. 
Paul’s and Julia’s journeys were especially fraught.


Julia Pelletier was part of the 200-person Swiss colony recruited by Lord Selkirk’s agents to 
emigrate to the Selkirk Settlement in Canada. After a difficult voyage, man and nature 
challenged their lives and livelihoods. “The early settlement of the Red River region was marked 
by a long series of crises and ecological disasters. Within the first decade of settling the region, 
it had already suffered renewed warfare, epidemics, prairie fires and a flood” (Wikipedia).


We call it the Paul Garber Farm, but it is equally so Marie Juliette “Julia” Pelletier Garber’s 
Farm. One could make a case for it being even more so Julia’s, notwithstanding laws 
considering land ownership and white male privilege at the time 
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Early photo of Garber farm. Photo undated. Craig Albaugh photo collection.



Uncovering Julia’s history, one is reminded of the famous anecdote about Ginger Rogers: “She 
did everything Fred Astaire did, but backwards and in heels.” In Julia’s case, that meant 
pregnancies, young children to care for, and husbands dying serially.


Julia and her three husbands shared the experience of living in three different countries; in her 
case, Switzerland, Canada, and the United States. All three husbands were members of the de 
Meuron Regiment, a Swiss regiment—comprised primarily of Swiss and German mercenaries
—which ultimately was stationed in Canada, then disbanded. The de Meurons had served in 
other countries as well.


Marie “Julia” Pelletier married Simon Dazio (see “names” below) in the Selkirk Settlement. They 
had a son, Simon Jr. When Simon Jr. was very young, his father died.


Julia then married James or Joseph Frick (Fricke), also a de Meuron veteran, in Canada. The 
Fricks had a son and daughter.


After severe flooding and other disasters, the original Swiss Selkirk settlers and the de Meurons 
had had enough. They fled Canada en masse. The group traveled through Canada to Fort 
Snelling, Minnesota, then on to southern Wisconsin. Some of the party, including Paul Gerber, 
settled in Gratiot’s Grove, near today’s Shullsburg, Wisconsin. 


Julia and her second husband, Joseph or James Frick, and children, including Julia’s child, 
Simon Dazio/Tatchio, by her first husband, were living in Mill Creek Precinct, now Guilford 
Township. Joseph or James Frick died in 1829.


After all these veteran soldiers and Swiss colonists had endured, southern Wisconsin and Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois, must have seemed like heaven, despite having to start their lives over 
as refugees once again. Then, in 1832, the Black Hawk War erupted.


With war’s outbreak, Paul Gerber and his neighbors sheltered at the fort at Gratiot’s Grove, 
Wisconsin. Harrowing and uncertain as the situation was, Gerber and his former de Meuron 
neighbors were professional soldiers, much better prepared for warfare than the average male 
settler who had only rudimentary militia training. The de Meuron veterans would have been 
formidable in battle.


Paul Gerber served as a private in Captain Fortunatus Berry’s Company, Michigan Militia. In 
any event, there was no attack on Gratiot’s Grove.


We’re uncertain where Julia and children were during the Black Hawk War. Research continues.


Sometime—date and place as yet unknown—Paul Garber and Julia Frick married.


Paul Garber preempted land and began farming in Jo Daviess County, Illinois. He built his log 
house around 1836.


Paul Gerber expanded his acreage significantly during the 1840s. 


The year before he died, he received 40 acres of land for his service in the Black Hawk War.


Paul Garber, born circa 1786, died 15 December 1853 in Guilford Township.


Julia’s daughter by her second husband—Julia Frick Casper—died the following year.
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Marie Juliette “Julia” Pelletier Garber, born circa 1784, died sometime between 1855 and 1860. 
No obituary, death notice, or tombstone has been found for either her or Paul Garber.


Julia Pelletier married three soldiers consecutively, whom, she noted, all fought for the emperor 
(Napoleon). Because of shifting geopolitics on the world stage, all three husbands also served 
Great Britain, France’s opponent in the Napoleonic Wars. 


Paul Garber added the United States to that list, serving in Wisconsin—then part of Michigan 
Territory—during the Black Hawk War. 


Paul and Julia Garber’s lives are testaments to grit, perseverance, and fortitude. Theirs is an 
incredible story covering two continents, multiple countries (for the de Meuron veteran) and 
three countries for Julia alone. They share this history with a small group of Selkirk Settlement 
refugees, many of whose descendants still live in Jo Daviess County, Illinois, and Lafayette 
County, Wisconsin.


The legacy Paul and Julia left us is their farmstead, their incredible story, and Julia’s 
descendants.


Today, the Garber Farm welcomes guests to lovely—and peaceful—Hawk Valley Retreat and 
Cottages. 


A word about names and spelling 

Paul Gerber/Garber:  
The name in Switzerland is “Gerber,” but both “Gerber” and “Garber” appear in records. This 
was a matter of language and pronunciation—accents—as well as scribes and enumerators of 
various nationalities hearing the same name differently. 


By the end of Paul’s life, “Garber” is mainly found in the records. Julia’s name in Paul’s probate 
records is “Julia Garber.” (That said, in one probate record, both “Gerber” and “Garber” appear 
within the same record.) It should be remembered that neither Paul nor Julia was the person 
creating those written records. Julia made her mark (x) as her signature.


Marie Juliette or Juliane “Julia” Pelletier:  
Pelletier is spelled at least three ways depending on the record and transcription of 
handwriting. She went by “Julia.”


Simon Dazio / Tatchio / Tattchio, also Datsch in at least one de Meuron military record: 
Simon was Julia’s first husband. He and Julia’s son, Simon Jr., are listed variously as “Tatchio” 
and “Tattchio.” Census enumerators spelled the surname differently in three different U.S. 
censuses. In 1860, Simon, Jr. and his family are enumerated as Fattchio; in 1870, Thachio.


James or Joseph Frick or Fricke: 
Julia’s second husband seems to have been named either James Joseph Frick or Joseph 
James Frick. In a few records, the surname is “Fricke.” 


Selkirk’s Settlement:

The story of Selkirk’s Settlement, the Swiss colony of which Julia was a part, the de Meuron 
Regiment, and the geopolitical situation at the time is a fascinating, complex story. 
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It involves a benevolent plan by Lord Selkirk to help Scottish farmers, poor and dispossessed 
by the Highland Clearances; a battle (literally) with the North West Company in Canada; a 
Catholic mission to serve the French and Metis populations in Canada; and much more.


Varying names of the settlement include Selkirk Settlement, Red River Colony, Red River of the 
North, Rupert’s Land, and Assiniboia.
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Garber Farm, c. 1836 

Marie Juliette or Juliane “Julia” Pelletier or Peltier: born St. Imier, Canton Bern, 
Switzerland, circa 1784 
Marie Juliette “Julia” Pelletier emigrated in 1821 with the Swiss colony—nearly 200 people—to 
the Selkirk Settlement, also known as the Red River Colony and Rupert’s Land. Famine 
conditions in Switzerland compelled many to move to the Red River Settlement. Whether that 
was true in Marie Juliette “Julia” Pelletier’s situation is unknown.

A.L. Chetlain: Letter to the editor; List of Emigrants, Bulger Papers, “probably the work of Walter of Huser, one of the 
Swiss settlers,” document dated 31 July 1822; “Documents Relating to the Swiss Immigration to Red River [Canada] 
in 1821, Canadian Historical Review, Vol 22:1, March 1941, ancestrycom; 1850 Federal census


Juliette/Juliane Pelletier went by “Julia.” She had three husbands, all former soldiers, and 
outlived them all:

1. Simon Dazio or Tatchio or Tattchio; also Datsch in one record. He was born in 1796 in 

Germany and died in the early 1820s in the Selkirk Settlement in Canada.

2. James Frick or Fricke who died in 1829. His name may have been James Joseph Frick or 

Joseph James Frick. We find his military records under the name “Joseph Frick.” 

3. James Gerber or Garber. The Swiss spelling is Gerber, but Gerber and Garber are found 

interchangeably in records. Later, the name became “Garber” in common usage in Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois.


Paul Gerber: born Sardith/Sardich, Switzerland, c. 1786 
1850 Federal census for Jo Daviess County, Illinois; National Archives, Kew, Surrey, England, UK, Ancestry.com; 
Regimental Roster (below); Great Britain, War Office Registers, The National Archives (below)

Note: In “Liste des soldats et officiers du Regiment de Meuron venus defendre le Bas-Canada en 1813 contre 
l’envahisseur americain,” Paul Gerber is listed as “soldat natif d’Allemagne” (soldier native of Germany), Maurice 
Vallee. This may have been because he was born in the German-speaking area of Switzerland.


Paul Gerber serves with Regiment de Meuron, UK Regimental Register of Service, 1810 
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Paul Gerber, 24, Sardith, Switzerland.

National Archives, Kew, Surrey, England, UK, Ancestry.com; UK, Regimental Registers of Service, Meuron’s 
Regiment, 1795-1816


Paul Gerber, military service register, Cartagena, Murcia, Spain, 5 August 1810 
Paul Gerber was 24 years old when he served in Spain.

Great Britain, War Office Registers, The National Archives, Kew, Surrey, England


Pay list, Regiment de Meuron, Canada, 24 December 1810 

Canada, British Army and Canadian Militia Muster Rolls and Pay lists, Regiment de Meuron, 1810

Note: In the British records, “Infantry Abroad,” the official name is De Meuron’s Regiment of Foot.


British Army Muster Book and Pay List, de Meuron’s Swiss Regiment, 1814-1815 
Paul Gerber, stationed or muster place: Sacada, Lower Canada

Start of muster: 25 December 1814	 End of muster: 24 March 1815
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National Archives of the UK, General Muster Books and Pay Lists, Ancestry.com; UK, British Army Muster Books 
and Pay Lists, 1812-1817, De Meuron’s (Swiss) Regiment

Note: Paul Gerber is listed as one of the de Meuron’s Settlers. (Bicentenary of the Red River Selkirk Settlement 
Committee, 2011-2015)


James or Joseph Frick, Julia Pelletier’s second husband, moves to Selkirk’s Settlement, 
1816 
“…Frick, a farmer…had emigrated to the settlement in 1816 with a company of discharged 
soldiers of the regiment of Count DeMuezon [sic: De Meuron], after a three years service in 
Canada in the English Army.” 
In “Liste des soldats et officiers du Regiment de Meuron venus defendre le Bas-Canada en 
1813,” there is this listing for him: Frick, Joseph; soldat natif d’Allemagne (soldier native of 
Germany), author: Maurice Vallee. 
Tatchio Biography, Biographical Portrait of Jo Daviess and Carroll County, Illinois, 1889 

The de Meurons were settled along the Seine River opposite Fort Douglas, Summer 1817 
“Crops were late sown and were damaged by frost.” 
Chronology of Events in the History of the Red River Settlement, Manitoba Historical Society Archives


Agricultural settlers in the Colony, Fall, 1817 
•“151 Scotch [Scots] in 31 houses 
•45 de Meurons in 31 houses 
•26 French Canadians in 6 houses 
Total: 222 persons in 57 houses within the Settlement proper.” 
Chronology of Events, ibid, Manitoba Historical Society Archives


Plague of grasshoppers descends on the Selkirk Settlement, 2 August 1818 
“As a result…they produced virtually nothing [agriculturally] in…1818, and in the following 
growing season of 1819.” 
Chronology of Events, MHS


Red River Settlement census, 1818 
List of Settlers in Red River Settlement of August, 1818, Lord Selkirk Papers, Vol. XV, Library and Archive Canada

Note: Simon Dazio is No. 11; Paul Gerber is No. 14.


Page 7



Reference to Paul Gerber, Red River Settlement, 8 April 1818 and 26 April 1818 
“…Gerber remains at the Forks, he has a swelled Knee.”  
“…on Friday Gerber & a Canadian came here from the Forks in 4 Days with a Letter from 
Albany to Mr. Bird…” 
Peter Fidler and the Fur Trade of the Red River and Manitobah Districts 1812 to 1823, transcribed, edited, and 
written by Gerhard J. Ens, rtparchivepress.com

Note: Author Ens states: “This is in all likelihood Paul Gerber, a De Meuron Soldier who came to the RRS with Lord 
Selkirk in 1817. He is listed as a settler at Red River in 1818.” LAC, Selkirk Papers.


Thomas Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, dies in France, April, 1820 
He was 49 years old. 

“Death of the Earl of Selkirk,” The Glasgow Herald, 28 April 1820, A Selkirk Settlement Sourcebook, selected, 
transcribed and annotated by Chris Willmore, onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca


Simon Dazio, Julia Pelletier’s first husband, is cited as emigrating to Selkirk’s Settlement, 
also known as Red River Colony and Rupert’s Land, 1821 (however, an earlier date, by at 
least 1818, is more accurate) 
“Documents Relating to the Swiss Immigration to Red River (Canada) in 1821,” Canadian Historical Review, Vol. 
22:1, Mar. 1941.

Note: “Date and place of settlement. Extracted from the Bulger Papers, volume II, Public Archives of Canada

Note: In “Liste des soldats et officiers du Regiment de Meuron venus defendre le Bas-Canada en 1813 contre 
l’envahisseur americain,” Simon’s name is Datsch, as follows: Datsch, Simon, soldat natif d’Allemagne (soldier native 
of Germany).

Note: Simon Dazio is listed as one of the de Meuron’s settlers, Bicentenary of the Red River Selkirk Settlement 
Committee, 2011-2015

Note: However, please see the roster, 1818, above. Simon Dazio was clearly in the colony before 1821.


Marie Juliette “Julia” Pelletier emigrates to Selkirk’s Settlement, 1821 
Almost 200 Swiss emigrated to Selkirk’s Settlement at Red River in autumn, 1821, at the earlier 
invitation of Lord Selkirk. Julia had emigrated to Canada with “a Franco-Swiss colony.” “Many 
of the young women were quickly wooed and won by the de Meurons.”  
“The Lord Selkirk Association of Rupert’s Land,” www.lordselkirk.ca). 

(The Regiment de Meuron was an infantry regiment raised in Switzerland in 1781 for service 
with the Dutch East India Company. They were Swiss mercenaries. While the regiment was in 
Ceylon, French forces overthrew the Dutch Republic. In a tangle of geopolitics, the Swiss 
transferred the de Meuron Regiment to the British Empire. 


The regiment moved to Canada in 1812. In 1816, the de Meuron Regiment was disbanded. 
Later, many of its soldiers served in the Red River Colony under Lord Selkirk or his designees.)

Bulger Papers, Vol. II, pps. 172-178, Public Archives of Canada; Documents Relating to the Swiss Immigration to 
Red River (Canada) in 1821, notes and documents in Canadian Historical Review, Vol. 22, March. 1941, Passenger 
and Immigration Lists Index, Ancestry.com; Names of Settlers of Red River, August 1818, Meuron’s Settlers, The 
Selkirk Settlers of Red River and Their Descendants 1812-1997, The Lord Selkirk Association of Rupert’s Land, 
1997; The Founding of the Selkirk Settlement at Red River, The Lord Selkirk Association of Rupert’s Land, 
lordselkirk.ca; Wikipedia for the history of the de Meuron Regiment


Marie Juliane Peltier and Simon Dazio marry, Fort Gibraltar, Rupert’s Land, Canada, 25 
November 1821 
Julia, 37, was of French-Swiss descent; Simon, German. He was Catholic and a veteran of the 
de Meuron Regiment. Julia’s religion was Reformed Church. They married in the Parish Church, 
St. John’s Anglican. 

Bulger Papers, Volume II, thought to be the work of Walter of Huser
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Extracts from Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials in Rupert’s Land sent to the Governor and Committee 
(1820-1851), Archives of Manitoba

Notes: Manitoba Archives has his name “Dazio” and hers as Marie Juliane Peltier and also Pettier (same document).

•One genealogical source has Simon Dazio’s birthplace as Baden-Wurttemberg, primary source unknown to this 
researcher.

•The original Fort Gibraltar was destroyed in 1816. Their marriage took place at the second iteration of Fort Gibraltar.


Birth of son, Simon Dazio Jr., Selkirk Settlement, 1823 
Bulger Papers, ibid; Biography of Simon Dazio, ibid; Guilford Township, The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois, 
H.F. Kett & Co., 1878

Notes:  The Sangamo Journal reprinted this story from The Galena Gazette. (See addendum for the newspaper 
story)

•A.L. Chetlain, in a letter to the editor about the late Joseph Frick of Guilford, states that Julia Pelletier Tachio’s first 
husband died “in Switzerland” in 1820. 

•Simon Tatchio [Jr.]…was thrown upon his own resources at an early period in his life. His mother taught him to read 
and write in French, and he gained a good understanding of the German tongue. His schooling was, of course, in 
English.  
Simon Tatchio [Jr.] biography, Portrait and Biographical Album of Jo Daviess and Carroll Counties, Illinois, 1889

•Find A Grave has his year of birth as 1823; however, source unknown and burial site unlisted.


Simon Dazio Sr., dies, “while his son was young,” Selkirk Settlement, Canada, c. 1824 
Bugler Papers, ibid; marriage of Julia Pelletier Dazio and James Frick, next entry


Julia Pelletier Dazio marries, second, James Frick, Selkirk Settlement, Canada, 1824 
Julia’s second husband was James Frick. Their son, Joseph Frick, was born 25 December 
1824 in the Selkirk Settlement, Red River of the North. 


Daughter, Julia Frick, was born in Jo Daviess County, Illinois.

Biography of Simon Tatchio [Jr.], Portrait of Jo Daviess and Carroll Counties Illinois, 1899; genealogytrails.com; For 
date of marriage: A.L. Chetlain letter to the editor, ibid; Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Congregational 
Records, Zion Lutheran Church, Elizabeth, Illinois

Note: James Frick’s full name seems to have been either James Joseph Frick or Joseph James Frick. 

Birth of son, Joseph Frick, Selkirk Settlement, Red River of the North, 25 December 1824 
See above references; also, tombstone, St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery, Guilford Township, Robert Hansen, 
jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org

Note: The name is sometimes rendered Fricke.


Flooding and exodus, 1826 
“In the spring…, after a wet autumn season, a winter of deep snowfall and a…late spring break-
up [of ice], the crests of the Red and Assiniboine Rivers reached the Forks together. On May 2, 
the river rose nine feet perpendicular, and by May 4 the Settlement was submerged. As a result 
of this devastation the Swiss and de Meurons who still remained decided to leave…. Two 
hundred and forty of these people went to the United States and sixty to Canada.” 
Chronology, MHS, ibid 
Note: In a case of Nature piling on, there was also an infestation of grub worms in the colony.

Dictionary of Canadian Biography


 Hard times in Canada 
The above has touched briefly on only some of the hardships faced by the Swiss and other 
settlers at and on their way to the Selkirk Settlement. There is a great deal of information 
available online and in several books for a fuller picture than time and space permit here.
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The de Meurons 
There are numerous references to the de Meurons’ involvement in military activities in Canada; 
however, we don’t know if this was the entire company each time or in which Dazio/Tatchio, 
Frick/Fricke, and/or Gerber/Garber might have been engaged. Two brief examples, courtesy of 
Alice E. Brown, “Chronology of Events in the History of the Red River Settlement—1815 to 
1836,” Manitoba Pageant, September 1962, Vol. 8, No. 1, follow:


•10 January 1817 — An advance party of Selkirk’s men, led by Miles Macdonell and Captain 
D’Orsonnens of the de Meurons recaptured Fort Douglas in a surprise winter attack. 
•21 June 1817—Lord Selkirk arrived at the Forks with his body-guard of seven regular soldiers 
and thirty-seven men of the de Meurons and Wattville Regiments.” 

Frick family moves from Selkirk Settlement via Ft. Snelling to Galena, 1826 
“The spring of 1826 was noted for the great rise of water in the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
and in the Red and Assiniboine rivers, caused by the unusual deep snow of the preceding 
winter, which had melted with warm and heavy rains. …the lands…were completely inundated, 
and the settlers compelled to seek safety by flight to higher ground several miles distant, taking 
with them their cattle and household effects. The losses sustained by the flood were very great, 
and no efforts were made to repair them. 

Nearly all the Swiss settlers remaining…including a part of the Canadian settlers, having 
become thoroughly discouraged, decided to leave at once for the United States. Abandoning 
their lands, and selling their cattle and farming implements for what they could, they hired carts 
to transport their effects and provisions, and started in a body for Fort St. Anthony [later, Fort 
Snelling; later still, St. Paul].” The governor and other officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
“deeply regretted their departure and generously supplied them with provisions for the journey 
free of cost, an interpreter, and an armed escort of forty-five men.” 
The Red River Colony. Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, LVIII, Augustus Louis Chetlain 

“…the Swiss experience at Red River was an unhappy one and they soon began moving south 
to the U.S. After the disastrous flood of 1826, they left en masse.” 
The Founding of the Selkirk Settlement at Red River, The Lord Selkirk Association of Rupert’s Land, lordselkirk.ca


Many of “the most wealthy and influential citizens left…” the Selkirk Settlement, 1826-2s 
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“The colonists of the Red River Valley of the North were obliged to leave that region on account 
of a flood caused by the melting of deep snow, and after various vicissitudes, [Julia], with her 
second husband, finally emigrated to Galena via Ft. Snelling, in 1826.” 
Biography of Simon Tatchio [Jr.], genealogytrails.com, ibid; A.L. Chetlain’s letter to the editor, ibid 

James or Joseph Frick dies, Gratiot’s Grove, Wisconsin, 1829 
The Fricks moved to Gratiot’s Grove, Wisconsin, after first coming to Galena in 1826. They 
remained there until 1835 when they moved to Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois.

Biography of Simon Tatchio [Jr.], ibid 
Note: In Joseph Frick’s biographical sketch in “Guilford Township,” The History of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1878, 
it states: “Joseph was born in Selkirk Settlement, Red River of the North, in 1823. Came to Galena with his father 
[and mother] in 1826. Was eight years old at the time of the Blackhawk War.”


Paul Gerber and Julia Pelletier (Dazio/Tatchio) Frick marry, 1829 or 1830? 
Source, possibly: 1830 Iowa County, Michigan Territory—now Lafayette County, Wisconsin—census. See next entry.

Note: Marriage record not yet found.


Michigan Territory census: Iowa County, 1830 
[Assume Paul “Gerbo” to be Paul Gerber.]

Paul Gerbo 	 	 Males	 	 	 Females

	 	 	 1 male	under 5	 1 female under 5

	 	 	 1 male 5-9	 	 1 female 40-49

	 	 	 1 male 40-49	 


Black Hawk War, Gratiot’s Grove, Michigan Territory, (today, Lafayette County, 
Wisconsin), 1832 
“Among those who sought the fort for protection were the families residing thereabouts, 
including that of Antoine Boyne, Paul Garber, Eugene Fournier, Joseph Kemp, William Powell 
and about forty others whose names have escaped the memory of the oldest inhabitants…. 
History of Lafayette County, Wisconsin, Western Historical Society, 1881


“During the Black Hawk War they took refuge at Ft. Gratiot Grove, La Fayette Co., Wisc., and 
Paul Garber, the second step-father of [Simon Tatchio] assisted in the protection of the [fort]….” 
Simon Tatchio biography, ibid


Simon Tatchio (Jr.), in his biographical sketch in “History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” states 
he was “in old Fort Gratiot most of the time.” 

Paul Gerber served as a private in Captain Fortunatus Berry’s Company, Michigan Militia, 
during the Black Hawk War.


(See the addendum for the full muster roll.)


General Land Office Record, Bureau of Land Management; Muster Roll of Captain Fortunatus Berry’s Company, 
Iowa Militia, stationed at Fort Gratiot; called into service of the United States on the Requisition of Gen. Henry 
Atkinson, 19 May 1832, Wisconsin Historical Society

Notes: The Berry Tavern still stands at Gratiot’s Grove, Lafayette County, Wisconsin.

•”Gerber” is spelled “Gerbert” on the muster roll.

•Note: Simon Tatchio, Jr., was quoted as saying the family remained at Gratiot’s Grove until 1835 when they moved 
to Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois.

“From an old Jo Daviess County Directory,” Ancestry.com
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Paul Gerber purchases two parcels of land, Gratiot’s Grove, Lafayette County, Wisconsin, 
22 June 1835 

Wisconsin 
records, FamilySearch


“…[Garber] preempted land and opened a farm in the town of Guilford,” Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois, “late 1830’s” 
Simon Tatchio, Jr., in his biographical sketch, has the story this way (quote above). The family 
moved to Mill Creek Precinct, now Guilford Township, in 1835. A neighbor of Joseph Frick 
contributed the date of 1833, which seems to be too early. Research of the current property 
owners indicates 1836.

A.L. Chetlain letter to the editor, Simon Tatchio [Jr.] biography, ibid; also, a neighbor’s contribution; Hawk Valley 
Retreat Instagram post


Reward offered for “strayed or stolen” horses, North Western Gazette & Galena 
Advertiser, 19 October 1839 

Note: Paul Gerber lists his home “on the head waters of the Small Pox” [Creek].


1840 Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census 
Scales Precinct

Paul Gerber

Males	 	 	 	 	 Females

•1 male 10-14		 	 	 •1 female 10-14

•1 male 15-19		 	 	 •1 female 40-49

•1 male 50-59

•1 person employed in agriculture

•1 person employed in commerce
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•total persons enumerated: 5

Paul Garber purchases land, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 10 July 1844 
L1NENE, Section 16, Township 28N, Range 2E, 40 acres, $3.50 per acre, total price: $140

Illinois Public Land Purchase Records, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State


Paul Garber buys land, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 8 April 1847 
E2NW, Section 15, Township 28N, Range 2E, 80 acres, $1.25 per acre, total price: $100


and W2NW, Section 15, Township 28N, Range 2E, 80 acres, $1.25 per acre; total price: $100
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Illinois Public Land Purchase Records, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State


Julia Garber’s son, Simon Tatchio, marries Christine Casper, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
20 May 1847 
Simon Tatchio [Jr.] biography, ibid; Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Secretary of State; 
jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org (which has her name “Christiana Cusher.”)


Preemption certificates, Henry Gratiot, assignee of Paul Gerber, Mineral Point, Wisconsin 
Territory, Lafayette County, 10 April 1848 
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Paul Gerber bought “the North half of the North West quarter of Section Twenty three in 
Township One of Range Two East, in the District of Lands subject to Sale at Mineral Point 
Wisconsin Territory containing eighty acres.” 
and

“the West half of South East quarter of Section Twenty three, in Township One, of Range Two 
East…containing eighty acres….” 

Paul Garber purchases land, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1 July 1848 
Paul Garber of Jo Daviess County, Illinois bought The East half of the North west Quarter of 
Section Fifteen, in Township Twenty eight, of Range Two East…containing Eighty acres. 
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the Interior



and

The west half of the North west Quarter of Section Fifteen in Township Twenty eight of Range 
Two East…containing Eighty acres. 
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General Land Office Records, Bureau of Land Management, Department of the 
Interior




Original log house built, Guilford Township, 1848(?) 

Galena Daily Gazette, 29 March 1951


Daughter, Julia “Garbor” (so spelled in the record), marries Thomas Casper, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois, 9 April 1849 
U.S. Marriage Index, Ancestry.com; Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives

Note: Thomas D. Casper was born 17 January 1823 in Switzerland. He died 10 August 1895 in Jo Daviess County.

Will Records, Vol. C-F, Jo Daviess County, Illinois

Note: Julia Garber’s son and daughter each married a Casper.


1850 Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census 
Mill Creek Precinct

Paul Garber	 	 	 64	 farmer  1200	 	 	 	 Switzerland

Julia Garber	 	 	 64	 	 	 	 	 	 Switzerland


Enumerated adjacent to the Garbers are:

Simmon Tatcheo	 	 27	 farmer  635	 	 	 	 Selkirk Settlement

Christina Tatcheo	 	 27	 	 	 	 	 	 Switzerland

Simon Tatcheo	 	 2	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Peter Tatcheo	 	 	 7/12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois


“The Red River Country,” Galena Gazette, reprinted in Sangamo Journal, 1 August 1851 
The article mentions Francis Langet, Philip F. Schirmer, Louis Chetlain, Peter Reindsbacker, 
Antonie Bricker, Paul Garber, John Baptiste Verain, John Tyrey, “and others” in its history of the 
Selkirk Settlement and aftermath.

Note: Peter Reindsbacker is Peter Rindisbacher. Please see September 1812 reference (above).


Paul Gerber receives 40 acres of land for service in the Black Hawk War, 1 October 1852 
Paul Gerber assigned this land to Cyrus Woodman.
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Deed: Louis Chetlain sells land to Paul Garber and “Julian his wife,” Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 14 November 1853 
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Paul Garber and Julia Garber both made their marks as their signatures. 
Deed, Jo Daviess County, Illinois

Notes: Louis Chetlain and his wife were fellow refugees from the Selkirk Settlement. The Chetlains moved, first, to 
St. Louis, but didn’t like the hot conditions, so they moved back north to Galena.

•In addition, Paul Gerber [misspelled Gerbert] and Louis Chatelain served together in Captain Fortunatus Berry’s 
Company of Militia stationed at Fort Gratiot during the Black Hawk War.


Paul Garber dies, Guilford Township, 15 December 1853 
Paul Garber died intestate. At the time of his death, Garber owned a few personal effects and 
189 acres of land. Julia Garber, spouse and administratrix of Paul Garber’s estate, valued his 
personal estate at $50 (not including real estate). She signed, making her mark with an “x.”


Paul Gerber’s land was valued at $1,040 and his personal property at $80.50: 
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The appraisers of the estate valued items per the widow’s dower.


Administratrix records, Julia Garber, County Clerk, Jo Daviess County


Paul Garber’s burial site is lost to us. He may be buried on the property—that’s purely 
speculation—or he might be buried in another cemetery nearby. The Casper Cemetery is a 
possibility. Neighbors told GLHA researcher Dale Glick that a cemetery in the area which had 
Selkirk settlers buried there had been bulldozed and destroyed. Research continues.


Julia’s daughter, Julia Frick Casper, dies, Guilford Township, 1854 
Julia Frick Casper was survived by three children. Thomas Casper later remarried.

Obituary of Thomas Casper, Galena Daily Gazette, 12 August 1895
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Petition to Jo Daviess County Court by Julia Garber regarding value of Paul Garber’s 
estate, 1 November 1854 

Notice by Julia Garber, administratrix of Paul Garber’s estate, Jo Daviess County, Galena 
Daily Advertiser, 4 November 1854 
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Note: The Administration Notice is dated 1 November 1854.


Administrator’s notice, Galena Daily Advertiser, 14 April 1855 
Note: This notice ran in subsequent issues of the Daily Advertiser.


Administratrix sale, Galena Daily Advertiser, Jo Daviess County. 19 June 1855 
Note: This ran in subsequent editions of the newspaper.


Simon Tattchio and Joseph Fricke petition Jo Daviess County Court for claims of $500 
and $600, respectively, 1855 
County Court, Jo Daviess County, Julia Garber, administratrix, Paul Garber estate, 16 July 1855


Deed, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 6 August/13 August 1855 
Julia Garber, administratrix of Paul Garber’s estate, petitioned the court to sell real estate to 
Simon Tattchio and Joseph Fricke since the personal property of the estate “is insufficient to 
pay debts of the deceased.” The property consists of “Lot No one (1) in the north East quarter 
of the north East quarter of section No sixteen (16) in Township No twenty eight (28) north of 
Range No two (2) East of the Fourth principal meridian in Jo Daviess County Illinois. Also the 
north west quarter of section No Fifteen (15) in Township and range aforesaid. Also the 
following pieces or parcels of land to wit: A part of the west half of the north East quarter of 
said section No Fifteen (15) Township & Range aforesaid: commencing at the North west corner 
of the same, thence East 4.97 chains, thence North 30 [degrees] East 10.13 chains, then North 
51 3/4 [degrees] west 13.22 chains thence South 16.85 chains to the place of beginning, 
containing 10 84/100 acres. Also a part of the South half of the South west quarter of section 
No 10 [same township and range] commencing at the South west corner of same or at the 
corner of sections No 9, 10, 15 & 16 thence North 9.50 chains thence South 64 1/2 [degrees] 
East 4.61 chains, thence South 52 1/2 [degrees] East 13 chains or to the East & west line 
dividing sections Nos ten and fifteen, thence west on said line 14.32 chains to the place of 
beginning containing 7 87/100 acres more or less…. 

The property was sold for $1100, Tattchio and Fricke being the highest bidders.


The deed states that the latter two parcels of land “being the same conveyed by Louis Chetlain 
and wife to Paul Garber by deed dated 14th November AD 1853.” 

Julia Garber signed with her mark. The deed was entered 13 August 1855.

Deed, Jo Daviess County Courthouse, Illinois, FamilySearch 

Joseph Frick note to Julia Garber, administratrix, received $486 “in Judgment in my 
farm,” probate records, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 19 August 1855 
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Simon Tattchio note to Julia Garber, administratrix, received $572.50 “Judgement in my 
farm,” probate records, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 19 August 1855 

Marie Juliette “Julia” (Dazio, Tattchio) (Frick or Fricke) Garber dies, sometime between 
1855 and 1860 Federal census, but possibly 1855 
Her burial site is lost. It may be the Casper Cemetery or the cemetery which Dale Glick found 
out had been destroyed. Research continues.


Personal property tax, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1855 
Tatchio, Simon	 Personal property value: $337	 Township: Guilford

jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org


Illinois state census, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, 1855 
Joseph Frick and family are enumerated in Guilford Township. Eight persons are enumerated in 
this household.


Joseph Frick inherits Garber farm, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois 
Joseph Frick “lived upon it until his death.” 
A.L. Chetlain: letter to the editor, ibid
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Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1860 
3rd Ward City of Galena—Post Office: Galena—12 June 1860

633/672

Joseph Frich	 	 	 35	 Jour Tailor	 	 	 	 Baden

Margaret Frich		 	 33	 	 	 	 	 	 Switzerland

Amelia Frich	 	 	 3/12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Note: The places of birth for Joseph and Margaret “Frich” are incorrect.


Guilford Township—4 September 1860—Post Office: Avery

3637/3771

Jos. Frick	 	 	 35	 Farmer  3000  500	 	 	 Selkirk Settlement

Margaret Frick		 	 26	 	 	 	 	 	 Saxony

Elizabeth Frick		 	 5	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Julia Frick	 	 	 3	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Eliza Frick	 	 	 2	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Mary Frick	 	 	 9/12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Fridrick Hammer	 	 11	 (Neice (sic))	 	 	 	 Germany

Note: Fridrick Hammer has attended school within the year.


Note regarding the next entry: Nicholas A. Riderick will be a future owner of the Garber Farm.


3638/3772	 

Nicholas A. Riderick	 	 46	 Farmer  2500  575	 	 	 France

Mina Riderick	 	 	 48	 	 	 	 	 	 France

Augusta ?	 	 	 18	 Farm hand	 	 	 	 New York

Joseph Riderick	 	 15	 	 	 	 	 	 New York

Edward Riderick	 	 13	 	 	 	 	 	 New York

Isidore Riderick	 	 8	 	 	 	 	 	 New York

George Ditmore	 	 20	 Farm hand  	 	 	 	 Germany

Note: Augusta ?, Joseph, Edward, and Isidore Riderick have attended school within the year.


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1860 
Guilford Township—Post Office: Guilford

Simon Fattchio	 	 37	 Farmer  2800  531	 	 	 Minnesota

Simon Fattchio	 	 12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Peter Fattchio		 	 10	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Friedoline Fattchio	 	 7	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Emily Fattchio		 	 5	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Christina Fattchio	 	 3	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Amenta Casper	 	 63	 	 	 	 	 	 Switzerland

Note: Place of birth for Simon Fattchio (Minnesota) is an error.

•The Thomas Casper family is enumerated next door.

•Frena Garber, 66, mother-in-law, is enumerated with the Jacob and Frena Highberger family.


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1870 
Guilford Township—Post Office: Guilford

Simeon Thachio	 	 46	 Farmer  2000  600	 	 	 Rupert’s Land 

Simeon Thachio	 	 22	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

Peter Thachio		 	 20	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

Fred Thachio	 	 	 16	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

Emily Thachio		 	 14	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Christina Thachio	 	 12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Ann Casper	 	 	 74	 House Keeper		 	 	 Switzerland
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Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1870 
Guilford—Post Office: Guilford—8 June 1870

59/59

Joseph Frick	 	 	 45	 Farmer  3000  900	 	 	 Rupert Land

Margaret Frick		 	 35	 Keeping House	 	 	 Saxony

Elizabeth Frick		 	 14	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Julia Frick	 	 	 13	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Louisa Frick	 	 	 12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Mary Frick	 	 	 10	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Emma Frick	 	 	 8	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Joseph Frick	 	 	 6	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Note: All the children have attended school within the year.


60/60

Nicholas Ridrick	 	 55	 Farmer  4000  1000	 	 	 France

Margaret Ridrick	 	 49	 Keeping House	 	 	 Hesse Darmstadt

Isador Ridrick		 	 17	 Working on farm	 	 	 New York

Henry Ridrick	 	 	 14	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

William Ridrick	 	 12	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

Valentine Ridrick	 	 9	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Note: Henry, William, and Valentine Ridick have attended school within the year.


Auction sale, Town of Guilford, 17 February 1877 
Simon Tatchio will sell at auction on the Evart farm, in the town of Guilford, near Scales Mound, 
Saturday Feb. 17th, a lot of horses, hogs, chickens, farming implements, corn, household 
furniture, etc. Wm. Whitham auctioneer. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 15 February 1877


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1880 
Guilford Township

Simon Tatchio		 	 57	 Farmer		 	 	 	 MN	 Baden 	Swit.

Simon Tatchio		 	 32	 Laborer	 	 	 	 IL	 MN	 Swit.

Fred Tatchio	 	 	 26	 School Teacher	 	 	 IL	 MN	 Swit.

Christina Tatchio	 	 23	 Keeping House	 	 	 IL	 MN	 Swit.

•The Tatchio family is enumerated next door to the Thomas and Mary Casper family.

•Minnesota is not the correct place of birth for Simon Tatchio.


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1880 
Guilford Township—9 June 1880

54/57

Joseph Frick	 	 	 55	 Farmer		 	 	 	 MN	 MN	 MN

Margaret Frick		 	 46	 Keeping house	 Wife	 	 Saxe	 Saxe 	 Saxe

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Miningen “ 	    “

Elizabeth Frick		 	 24	 At Home	 	 Daughter	 IL	 MN	 Saxe 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    “

Julia Frick	 	 	 23	 At Home	 	 Daughter	 IL	 MN	 Saxe

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    “

Louisa Frick	 	 	 22	 At Home	 	 Daughter	 IL	 MN	 Saxe

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    “

Mary Frick	 	 	 20	 At Home	 	 Daughter	 IL	 MN	 Saxe

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    “

Emma Frick	 	 	 18	 At Home	 	 Daughter	 IL	 MN	 Saxe

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    “
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Joseph Frick	 	 	 16	 At Home	 	 Son	 	 IL	 MN	 Saxe

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	    “


Article about Joseph Fricke Jr., detailing the Red River settlement, his parents, and other 
Jo Daviess Countians who were fellow immigrants, Galena Daily Gazette, 29 May 1888 

Simon Tatchio “of Scales Mound, Illinois,” purchases land, Beaverhead County, Montana, 
9 July 1895 
Simon Tatchio bought land from B.F. White of Dillon, Montana, for $1300. The transaction was 
notarized in Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 16 November 1895. Simon Tatchio was the sole heir of 
Peter Tatchio, deceased.

Beaverhead County, Montana, FamilySearch; Probate case file, Beaverhead County, Montana, FamilySearch


Julia’s son, Simon Tatchio, dies, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 6 May 1896 
Simon Tatchio died “at the home of his son, Fred Tatchio…aged nearly 73 years.” He is buried 
“in the Casper burying ground….” Simon Tatchio’s will is dated 13 February 1896 and was 
probated three days later. 

Galena Daily Gazette, 14 May 1896; Will Records, Vol. F-H, 1895-1908, Jo Daviess County Court


Executor’s final report, Simon Tatchio’s estate, Jo Daviess County Court, May term, 1899  
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Fred Tatchio was the executor of his father’s estate.
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Simon Tatchio estate records, Jo Daviess County Courthouse




Julia’s son, Joseph Frick, dies, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1 March 1900 
Joseph Frick died 1 March 1900. He was buried 3 March 1900 in St. John’s Lutheran 
Cemetery, Scales Mound, Jo Daviess County, beside his wife, Margaret E. Duerrstein Frick (15 
December 1833-4 November 1905). Margaret was 71 years, 10 months, and 19 days old.

Find A Grave; Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Congregational Records, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Guilford, Illinois, Robert Hansen, jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org; Find A Grave, photograph added: Tombstone Tourist


Simon Tachio visits his sister, Mrs. E. Schoenhard, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 March 1910 
Mr. Simon Tachio was visiting with his sister, Mrs. E. Schoenhard. 

Simon Tachio dies, Guilford Township (assumed), Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 30 May 1920 
The funeral of Simon Tachio was held Sunday afternoon with services at the home of Lester V. 
Schoenhard on N. Park Ave., and at the Casper Cemetery in Scales Mound, Dr. Jerome R. 
McGlade officiating. 
Note: This is at least the third generation of family named Simon Tachio (various surname spellings).

Galena Daily Gazette, 1 June 1920


________________________


Julia Garber and her three husbands 
“Mr. Garber had…served under Napoleon, and thus [Julia] married three soldiers of the 
Emperor; she outlived them all.”

Simon Tatchio biography, ibid
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Addendum 

Page 30
(Continued on next page)

The Red River Country, Sangamo Journal, 1 August 1851
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Notes:  The Sangamo Journal reprinted this story 
from The Galena Gazette.
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MUSTER ROLL of Captain Fortunatus Berry's Company, of Iowa Militia Stationed at Fort Gratiot 
called into the service of the United States on the Requisition of Gen. Henry Atkinson....the 19th of 
May 1832. 

1. Fortunatus Berry 
2. Antoine Brickler 
3. William Collins 
4. Benjamin Glover 
5. Joseph Polindre 
6. Louis Pehgor 
7. Arthur Thomas 
8. Medard Dupuis 
9. Geo. Cubbage' 
10. William Bowles 
11. Antoine Bain 
12. Aaron Castle 
13. Louis Chatelain 
14. Adams Collins 
15. William Currie 
16. William Curtis 
17. Ralph Carver 
18. Charles Charlefou 
19. John M.Curtis 
20. Maurice Fougire 
21. Eugene Foumier^ 
22. John B. Gayon 
23. Paul Gerbert 
24. William C. Green 
25. David Hildreth 
26. Nicholas Hebert 
27. Auguste Hebert 
28. Jacob Heruff 
29. Joseph Hebert 
30. Henry Hart 
31. Joseph Henault 
32. ElHck Ignace 
33. John Kemp 
34. Joseph Kemp 
35. Benjamin King 
36. Vanderlin Lansing 
37. Francis Lafleur^ 
38. Joseph Morell 
39. Joseph Minette 
40. Rowley McMillen 

Captain 
1st Lieut. 
2d Lieut. 
1st Serg. 
2d Serg. 
3d Serg. 
IstCorpl. 
2d Corpl. 
Asst. Com. 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 

19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 

19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 

3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 

3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 

^ In remarks on Pay Roll, "Drew no rations." 
^ In remarks on Pay Roll, "Commenced 14 June. Paid in Clarkes to June 14." 
' In remarks on Pay Roll, "Musket $10 damages." 
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41. Henderson Nolan 
42. Jonathan Olmstead 
43. Charies Olmstead 
44. Joseph Payne'* 
45. Paul Saulnier 
46. Bernard Smith 
47. J. B. Saulnier 
48. Bazil Toumelle 
49. Michael Tyer Senr 
50. Michael Tyer Jur 
51. Frederick Tyer 
52. John Vereing 
53. John Viznette^ 
54. Bernard Ward 
55. William Wastle^ 
56. Lewis Woods^ 

Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 

19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 

19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 
19 May 1832 

3 months 
3 months 
3 months 

3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 
3 months 

I CERTIFY, on honor, that this muster roll exhibits the true state of Capt. Fortunatus Berry's Company of Iowa 
Militia in the service of the United States for the period herein mentioned; that the "Remarks" set opposite the 
names of each officer and soldier, are accurate and just; and that the Recapitulation exhibits, in every 
particular, the true state of the Company.^ 

Fortunatus Berry, Capt. 
Commanding the Company 

I CERTIFY, on honor, that I have carefully examined this muster roll, and that I have this 20th day of Aug 
1832, mustered out of the service of the United States, the above mentioned Company of Iowa Militia By order 
of Gen. Atkinson. 

W. W. Woodbridge 
Adj. & Inspec Iowa Militia 

^ In remarks on Pay Roll, "Commenced 15 June. Paid in Clarkes to June 14." 
^ Listed as John Vignette on Pay Roll. 
^ Listed as William Worthey and William Wastley on Pay Roll. 
^ In remarks on Pay Roll, "Commenced 15 June. Paid in Clarks to June 14." 
* In remarks on Pay Roll, "Deductions—1 ration per day for every officer & man Except Cubbage." 



Plat map of Guilford Township, 1893.  
Jacob Gerber, Section 2; Simon Tatchio, Section 1; Joseph Frick, Sections 15 and 16; S. 
Tatchio, Section 15; C.F. Cording, Section 10 and 15
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Photo of Garber farmhouse shortly before it was demolished (photo is undated) 

Craig Albaugh photo collection
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Photo showing remnants of original log cabin inside the farmhouse. The log cabin was 
built in 1848 by Paul Garber. 

Craig Albaugh photo collection
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View of the Garber/Cording farm in winter (undated photo) 

Craig Albaugh photo collection
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The Rindisbacher family and Peter Rindisbacher


A brief focus on the Rindisbachers, notably, Peter, for two reasons. 


1. The Rindisbachers and (at least) Paul Gerber knew each other, probably in Canada and on 
the exodus south, but certainly when both the Rindisbachers and Gerber settled in Gratiot’s 
Grove, Wisconsin.


2. Peter Rindisbacher is probably the most famous of all the settlers who moved south from 
Selkirk Colony. He was the first trained artist to reside in Wisconsin (Wisconsin Historical 
Society).


The back story: The Rindisbacher family were among the Swiss settlers recruited to the Selkirk 
Settlement in Canada. 


Some of them traveled farther south because of improved trade possibilities and “where it 
would be easier to obtain winter food from local Metis bison hunters” (Manitoba Historical 
Society Archives). They settled near the junction of the Red and Pembina Rivers. Fort Pembina, 
a fur trading outpost of the North West Company, already existed on one side of the river. The 
Selkirkers lived on the other side at what they named Fort Daer.


We know definitively Peter Rindisbacher was in this southern outpost because of watercolor 
paintings and etchings he made there.


The settlement is now Pembina, North Dakota, U.S.A. (At the time, Pembina was believed to be 
in Canada. But when the 49th parallel was surveyed in 1818, it was discovered to be in the 
United States.)


Peter Rindisbacher was born 12 April 1806 in Emmental, Canton of Berne, Switzerland. 

He showed great aptitude as a boy, studied art, and became a famous watercolorist. He is 
noted for many “firsts.”


The Rindisbacher family moved to Gratiot’s Grove, Lafayette County, Wisconsin, in 1826. In 
1829, the Rindisbachers moved from Gratiot’s Grove to St. Louis, Missouri.


Rindisbacher died of cholera in St. Louis 13 August 1834. He was just 28.


This is what the Dictionary of Canadian Biography has to say about him:

“He ranks among that group of celebrated artists of the west, including Catlin…whose principal 
interest was the recording of indigenous life. Rindisbacher’s close observation of detail 
combined with has growing ability to capture the spirit of his subjects and their land make him a 
valuable witness to his time and place, to be appreciated as much by historians, 
anthropologists, and geographers…as by connoisseurs of art….” 

Manitoba Historical Society; Wisconsin Historical Society; Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol. 6, in collaboration 
with J. Russell Harper, 1987, accessed 2025
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Watercolor of Forts Daer (left) and Pembina (right) by Peter Rindisbacher, 1822 

View of the two Company Forts on the level prairie at Pembina on the Red River.
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Nicholas Augustus Rederich and 1. Rose or Rosa Michele Colin 
    2. Margaret Ott 

Rose Michele Colin, born: Alsace, France, 12 February 1812 
Tombstone, Find A Grave, Singer Cemetery, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois; Augustus Josephus 
Rederich’s death certificate, Division of Vital Statistics, Iowa State Department of Health


Nicholas Augustus Riderich, born: France, 15 September 1814 
Find A Grave, Singer Cemetery, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois


Margaret Beck, born Hesse-Darmstadt (now Germany), 22 May 1821 
1870, 1880, and 1900 Federal censuses; tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Cedar Falls, Black Hawk County, Iowa, 
Find A Grave, researched by Dale Glick


Nicholas A. Riderich of New York City purchases land in Delaware County, New York, for 
$248 from Pierce Antoine Topinard of New Jersey, 13 April 1840 
This deed was recorded 16 April 1851.

Delaware Mortgages 1849-1851, FamilySearch


Nicholas A. Rederich, “master mechanic,” New York City 
Dr. Augustus J. Rederich characterized his father, Nicholas, as a “master mechanic.”

Obituary of Dr. Augustus J. Rederich, Sioux City Journal, Sioux City, Iowa, 18 September 1938


Birth of son, Augustus Josephus Rederich, New York City, New York, 29 September 1842 
Death certificate, Division of Vital Statistics, Iowa State Department of Health; obituary, The Sioux City Journal, 
Sioux City, Iowa, 18 September 1938


Birth of son, Joseph E. Rederich, New York City, New York, 16 August 1845 
Mother Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, Find A Grave


Naturalization Declaration of Nicholas A. Riderich, Superior Court of the City of New 
York, 12 May 1848 
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Federal census, New York, 1850? 

Nicholas A. Riderich, and a long list of others, summoned “to answer the complaint” of 
Miles C. Smith, et al, New York Tribune, 30 April 1851 
Many of the defendants have French surnames, but not all. One is Pierre Antoine Topinard, 
from whom Nicholas A. Riderich bought property on 13 April 1840 (see above).


Naturalization Oath of Allegiance of Nicholas A. Riderich, Superior Court of the City of 
New York, 29 September 1851 
His Oath of Allegiance was filed in open Court 29 September 1851.
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Family moves to Gouverneur, New York, approximately 1852 
Obituary of Dr. Augustus J. Rederich, Sioux City Journal, ibid 

Birth of son, Isador Rederick, location?, New York, 1852 
Isador Rederick was born in1852 in New York, possibly Gouverneur(?).

Tombstone, Saint Stephens Cemetery, Bridgewater, McCook County, South Dakota, Find A Grave; For place of 
birth, 1910 Federal census


Riderich family moves to Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, sometime 
between 1852 and 1855 

Illinois state census, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1855 
These three heads of household are enumerated consecutively—next door neighbors—in the 
1855 Illinois state census:

N.A. Redrich	 	 3 males 10-20		 1 male under 5

	 	 	 	 	 	 1 female under 5

Joseph Frick

Henry Singer (for whom Singer Cemetery is named)


Margaret Beck marries Adam Ott, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 11 November 1855 
Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State 


Adam and Margaret Ott’s son, Henry William Ott, born: Scales Mound, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois, 7 October 1857 
Find A Grave; Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 5 September 1907

Note: Henry William Ott’s first wife was Lisetta Recht Ott. She was born 24 August 1859 and died 1 October 1892. 
Lisetta Recht Ott is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois. William Ott married Elizabeth 
“Lisetta” Recht 18 January 1881. Lisetta died 1 October 1892. William married Lisetta’s sister, Emma Recht, 26 June 
1895.


Adam Ott, father of William Ott, husband of Margaret, dies, “when [William] was a child,” 
Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois (assumed),  
Obituary of William Ott, Galena Daily Gazette, 5 September 1907


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1860 
Guilford Township—4 September 1860—Post Office: Avery

3638/3772	 

Nicholas A. Riderick	 	 46	 Farmer  2500  575	 	 	 France

Mina Riderick	 	 	 48	 	 	 	 	 	 France

Augusta J. Riderick	 	 18	 Farm hand	 	 	 	 New York

Joseph Riderick	 	 15	 	 	 	 	 	 New York

Edward Riderick	 	 13	 	 	 	 	 	 New York

Isidore Riderick	 	 8	 	 	 	 	 	 New York

George Ditmore	 	 20	 Farm hand  	 	 	 	 Germany

Note: Augusta, Joseph, Edward, and Isidore Riderick have attended school within the year.


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Agriculture census, Guilford Township, Post Office: Guilford, 5 
September 1860 
N.A. Redrick

30 acres improved land	 147 acres unimproved land	 	 Cash value of farm: $2500

•Value of farming implements and machinery: $75

•Horses: 4

•Milch cows: 2
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•Working oxen: 2

•Other cattle: 13

•Sheep: 12

•Swine: 4

•Value of live stock: $450

•Bushels of wheat: [hard to read]

•Bushels of rye: 14 (?)

•Bushels of Indian corn: 600

•Bushels of oats: 212 (?)

•Bushels of Irish potatoes: 300

•Pounds of butter: 200

•Tons of hay: 6

•Value of homemade manufactures: $20

•Value of animals slaughtered: $20

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)


Illinois state census, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1865 
Guilford

N.A. Redrich

•3 males 10-19

•1 male 50-59		 	 •1 female 50-59

Total persons enumerated: 5


Guilford

Joseph Frick

•1 male under 10	 	 •4 females under 10

	 	 	 	 •1 female 10-19

•1 male 40-49		 	 •1 female 30-39


Scales Mound

Margart Ott

•3 males under 10	 	 •1 female 40-49	 


IRS Tax Assessment, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, January, 1866 
Name	 	 	 Location	 Occupation	 Quantity	 Total Tax

Riderick N A.	 	 Guilford	 Swine	 	 34	 	 $3.40 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)


Rose Colin Riderich dies, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 11 October 1868 
Rose Colin Riderich is buried in Singer Catholic Cemetery, Guilford Township. She was 56 
years, 7 months and 29 days old when she passed. Inscribed on her tombstone is “France 
Fauliten.” 

Find A Grave; jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org, collected by Robert Hansen
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Nicholas A. Riderich marries Margaret Ott, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 10 April 1869 
Nicholas and Margaret were wed by a Justice of the Peace.


Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State; FamilySearch


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1870 
Guilford—Post Office: Guilford—8 June 1870

60/60

Nicholas Ridrick	 	 55	 Farmer  4000  1000	 	 	 France

Margaret Ridrick	 	 49	 Keeping House	 	 	 Hesse Darmstadt

Isador Ridrick		 	 17	 Working on farm	 	 	 New York

Henry Ridrick	 	 	 14	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

William Ridrick	 	 12	 Working on farm	 	 	 Illinois

Valentine Ridrick	 	 9	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Notes: Henry, William, and Valentine Ridick have attended school within the year.

•William is William Ott, born 

•Valentine is Valentine Ott in the 1880 census (below).


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Agriculture census, Guilford Township, Post Office: Guilford, 8 
June 1870 
Nicholas Riderick

70 acres improved land	 80 acres unimproved land	 20 acres other unimproved land

•Present cash value of farm: $4,000

•Present cash value of farming implements and machinery: $300

•Total amount of wages paid during the year including value of board: $100

•Number of horses: 7

•Milch cows: 4

•Other cattle: 4

•Swine: 12

•Value of all livestock: $700

•Bushels of spring wheat: 125

•Bushels of Indian corn: 550

•Bushels of oats: 767

•Bushels of Irish potatoes: 75(?)

•Pounds of butter: 300

•Tons of hay: 36

•Value of animals slaughtered or sold to slaughter: $400
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•Estimated value of all farm production including betterments and addition to stock: $1264

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)


Son, Edward Rederick, and Louisa Varing marry, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 17 February 
1874 
Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State


Rederick listings, “History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” 1878 
Rederick Isadore, renter; Sec. 10, P.O. Scales Mound 
Rederick N.A. farmer; Sec. 10, P.O. Scales Mound 
History of Jo Daviess County, Illinois, H.F. Kett & Co., 1878


Birth of grandson, Harry Rederick, Guilford, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 7 January 1878 
Harry Rederick, son of Isador and Elizabeth Montague Rederick, was born 7 January 1878.

Federal censuses; obituary, Argus-Leader, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 20 May 1960; Illinois Statewide Marriage Index


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1880 
Guilford township—10 June 1880

62/66

Nicholas Rederick	 	 64	 Retired Farmer	 	 	 FR 	 AUS	 FR

Margaret Rederick	 	 52	 Keeping house	 Wife	 	 Hesse	 France	Hesse

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Darmstadt	 Darm-

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 stadt

Valentine Ott	 	 	 19	 Laborer	 	 Step Son	 Illinois	 Hesse	 Hesse

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Darm-	Darm-

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 stadt	 stadt

Note: FR stands for France; AUS for Austria.


62/67	 

Isador Rederick	 	 27	 Farmer		 	 	 	 NY	 FR	 FR

Elizabeth Rederick	 	 23	 Keeping house	 Wife	 	 IL	 CAN	 WI

Harry Rederick	 	 2	 	 	 	 Son	 	 IL	 NY	 IL

Cora Rederick		 	 2/12	 	 	 	 Daughter	 IL	 NY	 IL


Farm for sale, Galena Daily Gazette, 11 February 1884 
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Galena Daily Gazette, 12 March 1884 
From Guilford. 
Isadore Rederich and Mrs. Singer and boys left for LeMars, Iowa, to-day to settle on John 
Saam’s farm. Mr. Rederich is one of our Guilford boys, and has the best wishes of the entire 
community. 

Massive downtown fire in Sioux City, Iowa: A.J. Rederich’s dental office burned, Sioux 
City Journal, 10 and 11 January 1885 
10 January 1885

The Rederich and the Breun-Schulein Blocks Consumed By Flames Last Night.  
The Worst Fire that Has Ever Struck Sioux City—Loss, $60,000; Insurance, $35,000. 

11 January 1885

Fire Facts. 
Round-Up of the Most Disastrous Fire That has Visited Sioux City.  
The Great Fire. 
It was the worst fire by a great deal that has ever visited Sioux City, and, with one exception, the 
only one that has destroyed brick business blocks. 

Dr. A.J. Rederich was feeling all broken up over the loss of his office and a new $125 Scott gun 
more than over the loss on his building. He said that if he could get a fair price he would sell, if 
not he would rebuild. 

Dr. A.J. Rederich carried, until last November, $1,500 more insurance on his block than he had 
when the fire came. 

It is understood that Dr. A.J. Rederich has refused an offer of $11,000 for the site of his building 
burned on Friday night. 

Dr. A.J. Rederich will have his dental office, temporarily at least, with Dr. Beggs. He will go to 
Chicago to-day to provide himself with a new stock of goods and new instruments. 
	 	 	 	 	 Loss.	 	 Ins. 
Dr. A.J. Rederich, building	 	 $10,000	 $7,300 
Dr. A.J. Rederich, dental tools, etc.	 $3,000		 $500 

Mrs. N.A. Rederick visits son, Valentine Rederick, in Bridgewater, Dakota, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 11 June 1885 
Mrs. N.A. Rederick left for Bridgewater, Dak., Monday to visit her son Valentine, who was 
married recently. 

Nicholas Riderich dies, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 22 May 1888 
Nicholas Riderich was 73 years, 8 months, and 7 days old when he died. He is buried in Singer 
Catholic Cemetery, Guilford Township.

jodaviess.illinoisgenweb.org; tombstone, Find A Grave, photograph added by Tombstone Tourist


Margaret Riderich, widow of Nicholas A. Riderich, to Augustus J. Riderich, Joseph 
Riderich, Edward Riderich and and Isador Riderich, children “and only heirs” of Nicholas 
A. Riderich, deeds the following real estate to the children, 1888, as follows: 
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A part of the West half of the North East quarter of section fifteen (15) commencing four chains 
and ninety seven links (4.97 ch.) East of the South West corner of same, thence East fifteen 
chains chains and forty three links (15.43 ch.) onto the South East corner of said West half: 
thence North on the true line dividing the North East quarter of said section fifteen (15) forty (40) 
chains, onto the North East corner of said West half: thence West twenty (20) chain, or to the 
1/4 corner on line between sections ten and fifteen (10 and 15): thence South twenty four 
chains and thirty five links (24.35 ch.): thence South fifty one and three fourths degrees (51 3/4) 
East thirteen chains and twenty two links (13.22 ch.); thence South thirty degrees (30) West then 
chains and thirteen links (10.13 ch.) to the place of beginning, containing 69 16/100 acres, more 
or less.  
Also a part of the North West quarter of said section fifteen (15) commencing at the North East 
corner of same, thence South twenty four chains and thirty five links (24.35 ch.); thence North 
forty nine and one half degrees (49 1/2) West seven chains and fifty links (7.50 ch); thence North 
forty degrees (40) West nine chains and fourteen links (9.14 ch); thence North forty five and one 
half degrees West three chains and sixty eight links (3.68 ch.); thence North fifty five and one 
half degrees (55 1/2) West eight chains and seventy-three links (8.73); thence North fifty-two 
and one fourth degrees (52 1/4) West seven (7) chains to the East and West line dividing 
sections ten and fifteen (10 and 15); thence East on said line twenty-five chains and sixty eight 
links (25.68) to the place of beginning, containing 29.72 acres more or less. 
And a part of the South half of the South West quarter of section ten (10), commencing at the 
South East corner of same, thence North twenty (20) chains, or to the North East corner of said 
South half; thence West forty (40) chains or to the North West corner of said South half; thence 
South to a point nine chains and fifty links (9.50 ch.) North of the corner to sections nine (9), 
then (10), fifteen (15) and sixteen (16); thence South Sixty-four and one-half degrees (64 1/2) 
East four chains and sixty one links (4.61 ch.); thence South fifty-two and one fourth degrees 
East thirteen chains 913 ch.); thence East twenty five chains and sixty eight links (25.68 ch.) to 
the place of beginning containing 72.13 acres, more or less. Containing in all 171.01 acres, 
more or less. All being in township twenty eight (28) North, of Range two (2) East of the Fourth 
(4th) Principal Meridian, situated in the County of Jo Daviess in the State of Illinois, hereby 
releasing and waiving all rights under and by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws of this 
State.” 
Dated this Twenty eighth day of May A.D. 1888 
	 	 	 	 	 Margretha Ridrich 
Deed, Jo Daviess. Land Records 1887-1889, FamilySearch.org


Mrs. N.A. Rederick to sell items at farm auction on 16 October 1888 
Mrs. N.A. Rederick will sell at auction on her farm near Scales Mound on Tuesday, Oct. 16th, a 
quantity of personal property, consisting of horses, cattle, harness and other articles. M. Erbert, 
auctioneer. 

Heirs of Nicholas A. Riderich—Augustus J., Alice, Joseph, Anne, Edward, Louisa, Isador, 
and Elizabeth Riderich—sell their land to C.F. Cording, Jo Daviess County, 22 April 1889 
Deed, Jo Daviess. Land Records, 1870-1889, FamilySearch.org


Louisa Rederick visits her parents in Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1890 
Mrs. Louisa Rederick, of South Dakota, is visiting at the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Varing, in Guilford township. In honor of her return home, she having been absent nearly 
seventeen years, a party was given a few evenings ago. About 60 invited guests were present, 
and had a very sociable time. 
Galena Daily Gazette, 28 November 1890
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Margaret Ott’s son, Valentine H. Ott, dies, Chicago, Illinois, 25 December 1895 
Valentine H. Ott was a merchant. He was 35 when he died in Chicago. He is buried in St. 
Stephen’s Cemetery, Bridgewater, South Dakota.

Cook County, Illinois, Deaths Index, Ancestry.com; Find A Grave


Black Hawk County, Iowa, census, 1900 
Cedar Falls City—4 June 1900–413 Marlington St.

58/60

William Ott	 	 42	 Head	 	 Proprietor	 	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

	 	 	 	 	 	 of Restaurant

Emma Ott	 	 35	 Wife	 	 	 	 	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

Margret Rederich	 79	 Mother		 	 	 	 	 GER	 FRA	 GER

Hary W.L. Ott	 	 14	 Son	 	 	 	 	 	 Iowa	 IL	 IL

Notes: William and Emma Ott have been married 5 years. Emma has had no children.

•William Ott was born in October of 1857; Emma in January of 1865; “Margret” in March of 1821, and “Hary” Ott in 
April of 1886. “Hary” Ott has attended school 9 months of the year.

•Margret Rederich, a widow, has had 3 children; 2 are living. 


Margaret Ott Rederick dies, Cedar Falls, Black Hawk County, Iowa, 20 or 22 May 1902 
Mrs. M. Ott, 80, died 22 May 1902 in Cedar Falls, Black Hawk County, Iowa. She was a widow, 
born in Germany. Cause of death was “old age.”

Iowa Death Records, 1880-1968, Black Hawk County, Iowa, 1902, Ancestry.com
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William Ott dies, Cedar Falls, Black Hawk County, Iowa, 23 August 1907 
William Ott was 49. His burial site is listed as two different cemeteries. One has him buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery; the other in St. Bernard Cemetery, both in Cedar Falls, Black Hawk 
County, Iowa.

Find A Grave; Iowa Cemetery Records, Ancestry.com; Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette,5 September 1907,  reprinted 
from the Cedar Falls  Record, Cedar Falls, Iowa


Son, Edward Rederick, dies, Vermillion, Clay County, South Dakota, 26 December 1920 
Edward Rederick is buried in Saint Agnes Calvary Cemetery, Vermillion, Clay County, South 
Dakota.

Find A Grave, photograph added by Carolyn Wickens


Son, Joseph E. Rederich, dies, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, 18 July 1923 
Joseph E. Rederich is buried in Mother Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, 
Washington.

Find A Grave, photograph added by Jan Grant


Son, Isador Rederick, dies, Bridgewater, McCook County, South Dakota, 1934 
He is buried in Saint Stephens Cemetery, Bridgewater, McCook County, South Dakota.

Find A Grave, photograph added by Khoward


Son, Augustus Josephus Rederich, dies, Sioux City, Woodbury County, Iowa, 17 
September 1938 
Augustus J. Rederich was 95 years, 11 months, and 18 days old when he died of terminal 
pneumonia and senility. He had been a dentist for 50 years. He last worked at his occupation 
16 May 1910. His spouse was Alice Elward Rederich. Augustus J. Rederich is buried in Floyd 
Cemetery, Sioux City, Iowa.

Death certificate, Division of Vital Statistics, Iowa State Department of Health; Find A Grave
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Christel Frederick Cording and Louise/Louisa Menzemer Cording 

Birth of Louise Menzemer, daughter of Georg Jacob Menzemer, and Katherina Kleinle 
Menzemer, Gondelsheim, Landkreis Karlsruhe, Baden-Wurttemberg, Germany, 10 
October 1850 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 20 December 1943; Find A Grave; Baptism, Evangelische Landeskirche Baden, 
Gondelshim, Baden, Prussia, 27 October 1850, FamilySearch; Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths Index


Birth of Christel F. Cording, Oldenburg, Lower Saxony, Germany, 15 or 16 May 1853 
“The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” H.F. Kett & Co., 1878; Tombstone, Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois, Find A Grave; Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths index of daughter, Clara Cording Dimke


Louisa Menzemer and parents emigrate from Germany to Galena, Illinois, circa 1853 
Louisa was two years old, per the ship’s passenger list.

Obituary, ibid; Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, ancestry.com




Birth of Christel F. Cording’s brother, John Frederick (possibly Frederick John) Cording, 
Germany, 2 September 1855 
“The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” ibid


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1860 
East Galena Township—2 July 1860—Post Office: Galena

1041/1243

Jacob Menzimer	 	 52	 	 Farmer  2400  250	 	 Baden

Catharin Menzimer	 	 45	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Lena Menzimer	 	 19	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Christina Menzimer	 	 17	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Caroline Menzimer	 	 14	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Charles Menzimer	 	 12	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Wilhelmina Menzimer		 10	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Louiza Menzimer	 	 9	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Jacob Menzimer Jr.	 	 7	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

John Menzimer	 	 2	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Note: Caroline, Charles, Wilhelmina, Louiza, and Jacob Menzimer, Jr., have all attended school within the year.


Cording brothers, Christel, 17, and John, 15, respectively, emigrate to Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 1869 
“The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” ibid 
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Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1870 
East Galena—22 July 1870—Post Office: Galena

153/159

Jacob Mensmer	 	 62	 	 Farmer	  4000  1000	 	 Baden

Catherin Mensmer	 	 55	 	 Keeping House	 	 Baden

Charles Mensmer	 	 23	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Mena Mensmer	 	 20	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Louisa Mensmer	 	 19	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

Jacob Mensmer	 	 17	 	 	 	 	 	 Baden

John Mensmer	 	 12	 	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Note: John “Mensmer” has attended school within the year. 

Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1870 
Town of Menominee—30 July 1870—Post Office: Excelsior Mill


Brothers “Christian” Cording, 17, and Frederick Cording, 15, born in Oldenburg, are 
enumerated as farm hands on the Henry and Sophia Schwarting farm. Both Henry and Sophia 
also were born in Oldenburg.


Christel F. Cording becomes naturalized U.S. citizen, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 16 
November 1874 
Illinois Federal Naturalization Records, National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)


Cording brothers “purchase farm to partnership,” 1875 
“The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” ibid


John F. Cording becomes naturalized U.S. citizen, Circuit Court, Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 18 November 1875 
Witnesses were J.A. Gaffney and John’s brother, C.F. Cording.

Index to Naturalization Petitions, District and Circuit Courts, Northern District, Illinois, National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)


Christel F. and John F. Cording, Menominee Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1878 
“They have 152 acres of land valued at $6,000. Their parents are still living in Germany. The 
brothers are not married.” 
“The History of Jo Daviess County Illinois,” ibid
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Christel F. Cording and Louise Menzemer marry, Lutheran Church, 22 March 1879 
Obituary, ibid, Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, Illinois State Archives, Illinois Secretary of State

Notes: Illinois Statewide Marriage Index has his name as “Christian” and her surname as “Menzimer.”


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1880 
Menominee Township—10 June 1880

84/79

Fred. J. Cording	 	 25	 	 	 Farmer		 Breman	 Bre-	 Bre-

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 man	 man

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 GER	 	 GER	 GER

Christian Cording	 	 27	 Brother	 At Home	 (ditto)	 	 (ditto)	 (ditto)

Louias Cording	 	 28	 Wife	 	 At Home	 (ditto)	 	 (ditto)	 (ditto)

Wilhelminia Cording	 	 3/12	 daughter	 At Home	 Illinois	 	 (ditto)	 (ditto)

Elicabeth Braugh	 	 14	 Servant	 At Home	 Illinois	 	 (ditto)	 (ditto)

Notes: Wilhelmina Cording was born in March.

•Louias, Wilhelminia, and Elicabeth are written as the census enumerator did.


Birth of daughter, Minnie Cording, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, circa 1882 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 24 March 1942
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Birth of daughter, Clara Caroline Cording, Menominee Township, Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois, 2 July 1882 
She was baptized 16 December 1882 in St. Mathew Church, Galena, Illinois.

Tombstone, Find A Grave; Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths Index

Note: Clara Caroline Cording married Carl Henry Dimke 17 May 1911.


State census, Butler County, Nebraska, 1885 
Read Precinct — 12 June 1885

81

Christel Cordind	 	 32	 	 Farmer		 	 Oldenburg	 GER	 GER

Louisa Cordind	 	 33	 Wife	 Keeping house	 Baden	 	 Baden	Baden

Wilhelmina Cordind	 	 5	 Dau.	 	 	 	 IL	 	 Olden.	Baden

Clara Cordind		 	 2	 Dau.	 	 	 	 IL	 	 Olden.	Baden

Kate Cordind	 	 	 7/12 	 Dau.	 (Nov.)	 	 	 IL	 	 Olden. 	Baden

Frederick Cordind	 	 31	 Bro.	 Farmer		 	 Oldenburg	 GER	 GER

Geo. J. Cordind	 	 28	 Bro.	 Stock Breeder		 Oldenburg	 GER	 GER


Birth of son, Christel Fredrick Cording, David City, Butler County, Nebraska, 28 October 
1888 
World War II Draft Registration card, aka the Old Man’s Draft, National Archives and Records Administration

Note: In 1942, when he registered for the draft in Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Christel Fredrick Cording was 53. He 
farmed “for my self” in Galena. He was 5’ 8” tall, weighed 160 pounds, had brown hair and a dark complexion.


Cristel F. Cording purchases Rederick farm, 1889 
See next entry.


Christ. Cording puts up new stable “on the Rederick place,” Galena Daily Gazette, 27 
January 1890 
From Guilford. 
Guilford, Jan. 27, ‘90 
Mr. Christ Cording is putting up a stable on the Rederick place, which he bought last year. 

Son, William Henry Cording, born: Guilford, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 3 May 1893 
Obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 21 October 1948


Cording family members help J.W. Baus of Guilford celebrate his 39th birthday, Galena 
Daily Gazette, 19 April 1898 
Among the guests were: Minnie Cording, Katie Cording, Clara Cording, and Mrs. Cording.


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1900 
4 June 1900

25/25

Christel Cording	 	 47	 Head	 	 Farmer		 GER	 GER	 GER

Louisa Cording	 	 49	 Wife	 	 	 	 GER	 GER	 GER

C. Clara Cording	 	 17	 Daughter	 	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

L. Katie Cording	 	 15	 Daughter	 	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

H. Willie Cording	 	 7	 Son	 	 	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

C. Freddie Cording	 	 11	 Son	 	 	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

August Keoster	 	 16	 Boarder	 Hired Labour	 IL	 GER	 GER

Notes: Christel and Louisa Cording have been married 21 years.

•Louisa Cording has had 7 children, 5 of whom are living.
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•Christel Cording emigrated to the U.S. in 1869. He is a naturalized citizen. He has lived in the U.S. for 31 years. 
Louisa Cording emigrated in 1853. She has lived here 47 years.

•Christel Cording was born in May of 1853; Louisa Cording was born in October 1850; Clara Cording was born July 
1883; Katie Cording was born November 1884; Freddie Cording was born October 1888; Willie Cording was born 
May 1893; August Keoster was born February 1884.


The next enumeration is the Joseph and Margret Frick family.


Wilhelmine M.F. Cording (26) marries Eugen Messinger (30), Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Elizabeth, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 20 June 1906 
Georg Hurst and Louise Holland were witnesses. H.F. Meyer was pastor.


Evangelical Lutheran Church Records, 1781-1969, Ancestry.com


Clara Cording visits Galena with her sisters, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 March 1910 
Small Pox Creek 
Miss Clara Cording is visiting in Galena with her sisters, Mrs. E. Mensinger and Mrs. Herman 
Kellar. 

Mrs. Christ Cording returns home, Galena Daily Gazette, 25 March 1910 
Mrs. Christ Cording returned home after visiting with her relatives in Galena. 
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Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1910 
Guilford Township—26 & 27 April 1910

73/75

Chris Cording	 	 	 56	 head	 	 farmer	 	 GER	 GER	 GER

Louisa Cording	 	 58	 wife	 	 None	 	 GER	 GER	 GER

Clara Cording		 	 27	 daughter	 None	 	 IL	 GER	 GER

Fred Cording	 	 	 21	 Son	 	 farm laborer	 IL	 GER	 GER

William Cording	 	 16	 Son	 	 farm laborer	 IL	 GER	 GER

Notes: Chris and Louisa Cording have been married 30 years. It is the first marriage for both. 

•Louisa Cording has had 7 children; 5 are living.

•Chris Cording emigrated to the U.S. in 1869. He is a naturalized citizen. Louisa Cording emigrated to the U.S. in 
1870.


The next enumeration is Joseph Frick, 45, and his two sisters, Elizabeth, 50, and Emma, 41. All 
three are single.


Clara Caroline Cording and Henry Dimke marry, St. John Church, Guilford, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois, 17 May 1911 
U.S. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Church Records, Ancestry.com
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Christel F. Cording dies, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 11 February 1912 
Christel F. Cording was 58 years, 9 months, and 5 days old. His last will and testament was 
recorded 20 April 1912.
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Christel F. Cording funeral card 

Galena, Illinois, Rural Route Directory, Galena, Illinois, 1914 
C.F. Cording’s address is Rural Route 1, Galena, Illinois.

Jost & Kiefer’s 1914 Rural Route Directory


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1920 
Guilford Township—6 January 1920
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21/22

Joseph Frick	 	 	 55	 Head	 	 Farmer, stock farm	 IL	 MN	 GER

Emma Frick	 	 	 57	 Sister	 	 none	 	 	 IL	 MN	 GER

Elizabeth Frick		 	 64	 Sister	 	 none	 	 	 IL	 MN	 GER

Note: Joseph, Emma, and Elizabeth Frick are all single.


22/23

Fred Cording	 	 	 31	 Head	 	 Farmer, general 	 NEB	 GER	 GER

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 farming	 

William H. Cording	 	 26	 Brother	 Partner to No. 5	 IL	 GER	 GER

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [Fred Cording]

Letha M. Cording	 	 19	 Wife	 	 none	 	 	 IL	 IL	 IL

Louisa Cording	 	 69	 Mother		 none	 	 	 GER	 GER	 GER

Notes: Joseph Frick owns his home. Fred Cording rents his.

•Fred and Letha M. are married. William H. is single. Louisa Cording is a widow.


Farmer List, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 1930 
Elizabeth Township:

Wm. H. Cording	 Rt. 3	 	 Elizabeth	 5NW


Guilford Township:

Fred Cording	 	 Rt. 1	 	 Galena		 9E


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1930 
Guilford Township—26 April 1930

63/64

Elizabeth Frick		 	 74	 Head	 	 Farm manager		 IL	 US	 GER

Louise Frick	 	 	 71	 Sister	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 US	 GER

Mary Frick	 	 	 70	 Sister	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 US	 GER

Emma Frick	 	 	 67	 Sister	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 US	 GER


64/65

Fred Cording	 	 	 41	 Head	 	 Farmer		 	 NEB	 GER	 GER

Letha M. Cording	 	 30	 Wife	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 IL	 IL

Elden F. Cording	 	 10	 Son	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 NEB	 IL

Helen S. Cording	 	 9	 daughter	 None	 	 	 IL	 NEB	 IL

Arthur J. Cording	 	 7	 Son	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 NEB	 IL

Melvin C. Cording	 	 2/12	 Son	 	 None	 	 	 IL	 NEB	 IL

Louisa Cording	 	 79	 Mother		 None	 	 	 IL	 NEB	 IL

Notes: Fred Cording was 30 when he married; Letha M. was 19.


Clara Cording Dimke dies, Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 11 November 1935 
Clara Cording Dimke was 53. She was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, Illinois, 13 November 1935.

Find A Grave


Jo Daviess County, Illinois, census, 1940 
Guilford Township—19 April 1940

92

Fred Cording	 	 	 51	 Head	 	 Farmer		 	 Nebraska

Helen Cording		 	 19	 Daughter	 	 	 	 Illinois

Arthur Cording	 	 17	 Son	 	 Construction Work	 Illinois

Melvin Cording	 	 10	 Son	 	 	 	 	 Illinois

Leila Cording	 	 	 6	 Daughter	 	 	 	 Illinois
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Louisa Cording	 	 89	 Mother		 House work, 	 	 Germany

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 private family

Notes: Fred Cording is a widower. Louisa Cording is a widow.

•Fred Cording rents his home for $9 a month.

•The highest grade achieved in school: Fred Cording: 8th; Helen Cording: 8th; Arthur Cording: 8th; Melvin Cording: 
4th; Leila Cording: 0; Louisa Cording: 7th.

•The family lived in the same house in 1935.


Elizabeth news, Galena Daily Gazette, 8 November 1940 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Turpin, who reside on the tenant house on the Otto Berlage farm where 
Mr. Turpin was employed, have rented the Mrs. William Cording farm for the coming year. 

Charles R. Williams, who resides on the Cording farm, at present, will discontinue farming and 
expects to have an auction sale in the near future. 

Mrs. Louis Cording of Guilford, and Mrs. Eugene Messinger of Kansas City, were guests the 
past week at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Cording. 

Mrs. Louise Cording celebrates her 93rd birthday, Guilford, 10 October 1943 

Galena Daily Gazette, 14 October 1943
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Louise Menzemer Cording, 93, dies, Guilford Township, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 26 
December 1943 
Louise Menzemer Cording was buried 29 December 1943 in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena, 
Illinois.

Find A Grave; obituary, Galena Daily Gazette, 30 December 1943; Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths Index
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Card of Thanks, Galena Daily Gazette, 6 January 1944 

Jo Daviess County Circuit Court, In Chancery: William Cording et al, Plaintiffs, vs. Fred C. 
Cording et al, Defendants, Galena Daily Gazette, 27 July 1944 
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Son, Fred Cording, purchases farm of the late William Cording, Galena Daily Gazette, 23 
November 1944 

Letter from Germany to “next of kin to C.F. Cording (deceased) farmer in Galena, Ills.,” 
Galena Daily Gazette, 10 April 1947 
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Son, William Henry Cording, dies, Elizabeth, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, Galena Daily 
Gazette, 21 October 1948 
Wm. Henry Cording, 55, Elizabeth, died at 5 a.m. Monday in a Freeport hospital. He failed to 
rally from a stroke suffered Saturday morning. Funeral services were held at Elizabeth this 
afternoon. A son of Christel and Louise Menzemer Cording, he was born in Guilford May 3, 
1893. Surviving are his wife, four daughters, four grandchildren and a brother, Fred, and a sister, 
Mrs. Herman Keller of Galena. 
 

Addendum 
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Sisters Wilhelmine, Louisa and Caroline Menzemer in an undated photo.


