
Michael McGuire House – 407-409 S Bench Street – 1891 

This research document is about the first owner of the house at 407-409 S. 
Bench Street. It was originally built for Michael McGuire, a laborer (and 
later a landlord) in 1891.      

The information included here about Michael and his family is a 
compilation of what can be gathered from ancestry and newspaper 
archive sources.  We are not genealogy experts (we are local volunteers) 
and we try to include anything we can find on the first owner of the home, 
as well as those who completed major additions to the house, if 
applicable.  Sometimes different sources provide contradicting 
information, particularly with dates, so we do our best to try and include 
what we believe is correct.  The current homeowner is encouraged to do 
further research on their own to see if they can find even more 
information, articles or pictures to add to this research binder. 

There was more than one Michael McGuire in the area at that time.  There 
was a man by the same name who lived in Vinegar Hill and was County 
Clerk/County Treasurer for many years.  Reading the articles, it appears 
that this was not the same man who built the house on Bench Street.  At 
times, it was difficult to discern which Michael McGuire was being written 
about, so some of the articles may – or may not – be him.   

Introduction 

Michael McGuire was born in Galena, Illinois in 1847.  Find-a-Grave 
information states he was born in 1847, but other sources, such as 
Ancestry, show the year of birth as 1849.  We believe 1847 is correct, but 
that is not a confirmed fact.   

His father was (also) Michael McGuire, who was born in 1810 in Ireland.  
His parents are listed as unknown in Ancestry.  His occupation was listed 
as a farmer in census reports.  He died on July 24, 1888. 

His mother was Mary Ann Smith McGuire, who was born in 1812 in Ireland.  
Her parents are listed as unknown in Ancestry.  She died on March 31, 



1892.  Both Mary Ann and Michael are buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery in 
Galena, along with their son John. 

Michael is believed to have four siblings. They were as follows: 

• Anne McGuire Donegan.  She was born in November of 1837 in New 
York.  She married Bernard Donegan.  They had two daughters, Anna 
and Mary Ellen, and one son, John August Donegan (1869-1947).  
She died in January of 1931 and is buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery. 

• John McGuire (1840-1869).  There is minimal information on him.  
According to Find-a-Grave, he died in 1869 by suicide and is buried 
in St. Michael’s Cemetery with his parents.  No mention was made 
of a wife or children. 

• James McGuire (1842-?).  No further information was found on him. 
• Ellen McGuire Berry (1844 - 1937).  She married Thomas F. Berry 

(1850-1931).  They had two sons, John Michael Berry (1880-1941) and 
Thomas Francis Berry (1884-1966).  Ellen and her husband Thomas 
are both buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery.  

Michael married Catherine A. (“Kitty”) Berry McGuire on January 28, 1879 
at St. Michael’s Church in Galena.  They were both 31 years of age when 
they married.  An interesting note here is that Catherine is the sister of 
Thomas Berry – who married Michael’s sister Ellen the following month!! 

Catherine was born on July 10, 1848 in Rawlins Township in Galena.  Her 
father was John Edward Berry (1812-1872) who was born in Ireland.  Her 
mother was Mary Martin Berry (1815-1855) who was also born in Ireland.   
They are both buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery in Galena.  (Birth year for 
her mother may have been incorrectly listed as 1825 – which does not 
make sense for the birth date of daughter Mary – unless her dates are 
wrong). 

Catherine had four siblings.  They were as follows: 

• Thomas F. Berry (1850-1931), who married Michael’s sister Ellen 
McGuire.  They had two sons (see notes above). 



• Mary Louise Berry (1834? -1902). The only mention of this sister was 
in her obituary in 1902 as a member of a convent all her adult life. 
She was known as Mother Mary Louise of Ottawa, Illinois.   

• Edward Joseph Berry (aka John E. Berry) (1853-1930).  He is shown as 
having two wives (no date/death on the first marriage to Matilda 
Berry). His second wife was Caroline Berry (1851-1934).  His children 
were C.J. Howd Berry (1876-?), Thomas R. Berry (1880-1955), 
Margaret M. Berry (1884-1978), Angus E. Berry (1888-1936), Donald A. 
Berry (1890-1952), and Joseph L. Berry (1892-1950). 

• Emily Berry Manley (1844-1927).  She married Michael Manley (1845-
1908).  They had eleven children.  They were as follows: Gilbert 
Manley (1869-1903), Mary Manley (1870-?), Joseph Michael Manley 
(1871-1927), Amelia Emily Manley Kelling (1874-1938), John Alois 
Manley (1878-1936), Margaret C. Manley (1880-1946), Katie Manley 
(1882-1899), Helen Manley (1886-1975), Elizabeth Mary Manley 
(1888-?), Louise Manley (1888-1957) and Vincent Manley (?-?). 

Michael and Catherine McGuire are known to have had seven children.  
They were as follows: 

• Mary Emily McGuire Kemler (1880 – November 6, 1946).  She married 
John Kemler (1883-1951) on September 14, 1909 in Galena.  They 
later moved to Omaha, Nebraska.  They had seven children as 
follows: Mary Catherine Kemler Palik (1911-1996), Helen E. Kemler 
(1912-1922), John Michael Kemler (1914-1979), Joseph F. Kemler 
(1915-1989), Harold R. Kemler (1919-1922), Raymond Frederick 
Kemler (1921-1982), and Robert Edmund Kemler (1923-1991).  An 
obituary article mentions a son Leo, but no information was found 
on him – unless that was a nickname for one of the sons, possibly? 
Mary Emily died in 1946 and is buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in 
Omaha, Nebraska.  Both her father Michael and husband John are 
buried in the same location. 



• James Bernard McGuire (October 1, 1890 – June 3, 1963).  He married 
Gertrude Adeline Penner (1897-1995) in 1919.  They later moved to 
Omaha, Nebraska as well.  They had six children as follows: Richard 
Bernard McGuire (1920-1995), Joseph Howard McGuire (1922-1983), 
Betty Jane McGuire Sullivan (1924-1980), William Eugene McGuire 
(1926-2008), Joyce Ann McGuire Koziol (1931-2011), and James 
Edward McGuire (1934-2010).  James died in 1963 and is buried with 
his wife in Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Omaha, Nebraska.   

• Augustus McGuire died at age six in Galena.  No dates of birth or 
death were found.  He is buried in the same location as his mother. 

• Thomas McGuire died at age three months in Galena. No dates of 
birth or death were found.  He is buried in the same location as his 
mother.  He may have been a twin based on how he is listed with a 
sister on the headstone. An article from August 1, 1885 mentions the 
death of a three-month-old infant from cholera, but no name was 
given.  This could have been him or his sister? 

• Louise McGuire died at age three months in Galena.  No dates of 
birth or death were found.  She is buried in the same location as her 
mother.  She may have been a twin based on how she is listed with a 
brother on the headstone. 

• Joseph McGuire died at age two in Galena.  No dates of birth or 
death were found.  He is buried in the same location as his mother. 

• John M. McGuire.  No information was found on this child, other than 
his name being listed as a child of the couple.   

Michael McGuire’s occupation was listed as a laborer, but it was also 
mentioned that he farmed in his Nebraska obituary.  No other specifics 
were found as to the detailed type of work that he did.   

In the 1900 census, Michael, Catherine and their children Mary (18) and 
James (9) were living on Diagonal Street in Galena and paying rent there.  
He lists himself as “landlord” which leads us to believe they were renting 
out their Bench Street home at that time (ten years after it was built). 



Another article mentions him living/renting on Franklin Street at one time.  
He moved several times, but he did live on Bench Street originally and 
returned there years later. 

Catherine “Kitty” McGuire died on January 29, 1910 in Galena at 62 years 
of age.  Her obituary lists survivors as her husband Michael, her son 
James of Kansas City, and her daughter Mary Kemler of Omaha.  She is 
buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery in Galena.  There is a picture at the end 
of this document of her headstone that also is engraved with the names of 
her four children that died at very young ages.     

In the 1910 census, Michael is listed as widowed, having just lost 
Catherine that year.  He was still living (and renting) on Diagonal Street.  
He lived alone and was working as a laborer in an “agricultural store”.  
Later that year, in a newspaper article on September 28, 1910, a man 
named Bob McKeague purchased the Michael McGuire property on Bench 
Street.   It appears that Michael then moved to Omaha, Nebraska to be 
closer to his children and grandchildren. 

Michael McGuire died on May 22, 1936 at age 88 (or possibly 89).  An 
obituary article states that he had been a farmer from Galena and had 
lived for approximately 26 years in the Omaha area.  He was survived by 
his two children, twelve grandchildren and one sister (Ellen).  He is buried 
in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Omaha, Nebraska.   

The following pages include copies of newspaper articles, pictures, 
Ancestry information and photos from Find-A-Grave.  Many of the earlier 
newspaper articles we assume were mentions of his father, and not him 
based on what would have been his age at the time.  It was difficult at 
times to discern if it was father or son – or even a relative since they had 
the same name.  As mentioned earlier, there was another Michael 
McGuire from Vinegar Hill who could actually be the subject of some of 
these articles as well.  Those articles are included in this document 
anyway in case it was him. 



North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser – September 16, 1837 – 
Mother’s donation to the Catholic church (partial listing) 

 

North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser – May 12, 1838 – List of lots for 
past due taxes (on Bench Street – in mother’s name?). Partial listing. 

 

 

 



North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser – September 4, 1841 – List of 
letters – for father.  (Partial list).  These are printed in the news frequently, 
and will not always be shown in this document.   

 

 

Galena Daily Advertiser – July 15, 1851 – Letters – could be for his two 
brothers as young boys.  Partial listing. 

 

 

Galena Daily Courier – April 8, 1857 – Father as elected official. There are 
several of these over the next years.  Not exactly sure if this is the father, 
or another Michael McGuire but they are being included anyway. 

 



Galena Daily Courier – April 6, 1858 – Father(?) as elected official 

 

 

Galena Daily Courier – April 4, 1860 – Father’s (?) election results 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Courier – September 5, 1860 – Sidewalk issues – listed as 
mother’s property? 

 

Galena Daily Courier – September 25, 1860 – Father on jury duty 

 

Galena Daily Courier – March 30, 1861 – Father’s (?) nomination for office 

 



Galena Daily Courier – April 5, 1861 – Father’s (?) election results 

 

 

Galena Daily Advertiser – March 15, 1862 – Father on jury duty (partial) 

 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 3, 1865 – Enrollment list – possibly his 
two brothers?  (Partial listing) 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – May 11, 1868 – Town lot taxes – mother? (Partial) 

 

 

Found in Find-A-Grave for 1869 death of brother 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 24, 1875 – Green Street bridge proposal 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – April 7, 1875 – Highway commissioner (?) 

 

The Industrial Press – February 1, 1877 – Coroner’s jury duty 

 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – January 29, 1879 – Marriage announcement 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 5, 1879 – Real estate transfer (partial) 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – February 20, 1879 – Sister Ellen’s marriage 
(incorrectly listed in article as Helen?) 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 10, 1880 – Tax sale of property (mother?) 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – December 24, 1880 – Grand jury duty (partial) 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – August 1, 1885 – Death of infant child from cholera 

 

Galena Press – June 23, 1887 – Legal case 

 

Galena Press – March 22, 1888 – Legal case/property sale 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – September 15, 1888 – Horse incident 

 

Galena Press – October 4, 1888 – Executor of father’s estate 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 9, 1891 – Contract to build house on 
Bench Street 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 14, 1891 – Contract to build house 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – March 19, 1891 – Contract to build house 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – July 13, 1891 – Wife as club officer (?) 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 31, 1892 – Death of mother Mary Ann 
McGuire 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – April 2, 1892 – Funeral of his mother 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – August 13, 1894 – No hunting warning 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 20, 1895 – Dance host (?) 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – February 15, 1896 – Surprise party 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 8, 1898 – Sale of farm property 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 14, 1898 – Sale of property 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 4, 1898 – Move to town (?). Renting? 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – August 20, 1898 – Daughter Mary attends party 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – November 26, 1898 – Farm visit 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – April 11, 1899 – Bench Street house for rent 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – June 3, 1899 – Personal property assessment 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – June 15, 1899 – Newlywed renters on Bench Street 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – June 19, 1899 – Brother (?) visiting in town 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – June 20, 1899 – Trip to Washington state? 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – July 8, 1899 – Property lots/assessments (partial) – 
his and with brother-in-law 

 

 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – August 11, 1899 – Moving from Franklin to Diagonal 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – September 23, 1899 – Visiting Cuba City 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 14, 1900 – Daughter Mary’s illness 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – December 20, 1900 – Grand jury duty 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 22, 1901 – Family at a wedding 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 12, 1901 – Bench Street house for rent 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – June 3, 1901 – Federal jury duty? 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – June 8, 1901 – Move back to Bench Street house 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – August 5, 1901 – Picnic committee 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – September 25, 1901 – Accident and injury 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – September 28, 1901 – Injury update 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – December 6, 1901 – Notice to trespassers 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 4, 1902 – Visitors in town 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 1, 1902 – Death of wife’s sister 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – March 1, 1902 – Death of wife’s sister (continued) 

 

Warren Sentinel-Leader – May 14, 1902 – Trip to Nebraska 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – May 19, 1902 – Convention delegate 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – July 30, 1902 – Daughter & cousins attend party 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – September 18, 1902 – Bench Street house for rent 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 26, 1903 – New renters on Bench Street 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – November 17, 1903 – Daughter at exhibit booth 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 18, 1904 – Card party  

 

Galena Daily Gazette – June 16, 1904 – Election judge 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – August 27, 1904 – Bench Street house shingled 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 15, 1905 – Grand jury duty 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – March 8, 1905 – Daughter at card party 

 

 

The Galena Tribune – August 29, 1905 – Trip out west 

 

The Galena Tribune – October 5, 1905 – Sister & daughter visit Rawlins 

 



The Galena Tribune – November 21, 1905 – Daughter in niece’s wedding 

 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – June 4, 1906 – Illness of brother-in-law 

 

 

 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – July 14, 1906 – Family visitor 

 

The Galena Tribune – July 19, 1906 – Family visitor 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 26, 1908 – Grand jury duty 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – July 12, 1909 – Visitor from Chicago 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – September 14, 1909 – Daughter’s marriage 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – January 3, 1910 – Year-end statistics daughter’s 
marriage 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – January 17, 1910 – Bondsman 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – January 31, 1910 – Death of wife Catherine 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – February 17, 1910 – Trip to Nebraska with son 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – February 22, 1910 – Bench Street house for rent 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – August 29, 1910 – Illness 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – September 15, 1910 – Illness update 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – September 16, 1910 – Daughter visiting during 
illness 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – September 28, 1910 – Sale of Bench Street house 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – December 31, 1910 – Year end statistics – wife’s 
death 

 



Galena Daily Gazette – January 2, 1931 – Death of brother-in-law 

 

Galena Daily Gazette – January 21, 1931 – Death of sister Anne 

 



Omaha World-Herald, Evening, May 22, 1936 

Michael McGuire Dead. 

Michael McGuire, 89, died last night at his home, 2010 Emmett street. A 
pioneer farmer at Galena, Ill., he had lived in Omaha 26 years. Survivors 
include a son, James B., a daughter, Mrs. John Kemler, all of Omaha. The 
body is at Gentleman mortuary. 

Omaha World-Herald, Evening, May 23, 1936 

DEATH NOTICES 

McGUIRE – Michael, age 89 years; residence, 2010 Emmet St. He is 
survived by 1 son, James B.; 1 daughter, Mrs. John Kemler; 12 
grandchildren, all of Omaha; sister, Mrs. Ellen Berry, Galena, Ill. 

Funeral Monday John A. Gentleman mortuary at 8:30 a.m. to Sacred Heart 
church at 9 o'clock. Interment Holy Sepulcher cemetery. 

Galena Daily Gazette – November 8, 1937 – Death of sister Ellen 

 



From Ancestry.com: 

1850 Census – Age 2, with parents and all four siblings, plus uncle(?). 

Name Michael McQuire 

Gender Male        Race White 

Residence Age 2 

Birth Date abt 1848 

Birthplace Illinois 

Home in 1850 East and West Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA 

Inferred Father Michael McQuire 

Inferred Mother Mary McQuire 

Household members 

Name                    Age 

Michael McQuire        50 

Mary McQuire       45 

Ann McQuire               12 

John McQuire             10 

James McQuire           9 

Ellen McQuire             6 

Michael McQuire       2 

James Smith      50 



 

 

1870 Census – Age 21, with parents and one sister 

Name Michael Mcguire 

Age in 1870        21 

Birth Date abt 1849    Birthplace Illinois 

Home in 1870 West Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois 

Race White     Gender Male 

Father of Foreign Birth             Yes 

Mother of Foreign Birth Yes 

Male Citizen Over 21 Yes 

Inferred Father Michael Mcguire 

Inferred Mother Mary Mcguire 

Household members 

Name                  Age 

Michael Mcguire      60 

Mary Mcguire      58 

Ellen Mcguire     22 

Michael Mcguire      21 



 

 

1900 Census – Age 51, with wife Catherine & two children on Diagonal St. 

Name M Maguire 

Birth Date Mar 1849    Birthplace Illinois, USA 

Home in 1900 West Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois 

Ward of City 4 

Street Diagonal 

Race White     Gender Male 

Relation to Head of House Head 

Marital Status Married 

Spouse's Name Catherine Maguire 

Marriage Year 1880 

Years Married 20 

Father's Birthplace Ireland 

Mother's Birthplace Ireland 

Occupation Landlord 

Months Not Employed 0 

Can Read Y 

Can Write Y 

Can Speak English Y 



House Owned or Rented Rent 

Farm or House H 

Household members 

Name                          Age 

M Maguire                           57 

Catherine Maguire 51 

Mary Maguire             18 

James Maguire               9 

 

 

1910 Census – Age 61 as a widower on Diagonal Street 

Name Michael McGuire 

Age in 1910    61 

Birth Date 1849    Birthplace   Illinois 

Home in 1910 Galena Ward 4, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA 

Street Diagonal St 

Race White     Gender Male 

Relation to Head of House Head 

Marital Status Widowed 

Father's Birthplace Ireland 

Mother's Birthplace Ireland 



Native Tongue English 

Occupation Laborer 

Industry Agricultural Store 

Employer, Employee or Other Wage Earner 

Home Owned or Rented Rent 

Farm or House House 

Able to read Y 

Able to Write Y 

Out of Work N 

Household members 

Name                Age 

Michael McGuire    61 

 

 

 

Marriage record 

Name Michael McGuire 

Gender Male 

Marriage Date 28 Jan 1879 

Marriage Place Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA 

Spouse Katie Berry 

 

 



Excerpts from father’s will 

 

 

 

 

From Find-A-Grave: 

Michael McGuire  (no pictures of headstone found) 

Birth   1847      Illinois, USA 

Death     22 May 1936 (aged 88–89) 

Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, USA 

Burial Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, USA 



Catherine McGuire - his wife (with four infant children as well) 

Birth 1848 

Death 29 Jan 1910 (aged 61–62) 

Burial Saint Michaels Cemetery 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 

 

 

Michael McGuire – his father 

Birth unknown 

Death 24 Jul 1888 

Burial Saint Michaels Cemetery 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 



Mary Ann McGuire – his mother 

Birth unknown 

Death 31 Mar 1892 

Burial Saint Michaels Cemetery 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 

Headstone for both with brother John and uncle (?) James 

 

 

 

 



Mary Emily McGuire Kemler – his daughter (no headstone picture found) 

Birth 1880   Illinois, USA 

Death 6 Nov 1946 (aged 65–66) 

Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, USA 

Burial Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, USA 

 

James Bernard McGuire – his son 

Birth 1 Oct 1890 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 

Death 3 Jun 1963 (aged 72) 

Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, USA 

Burial Forest Lawn Memorial Park 

Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, USA 

 

 

 



Anne McGuire Donegan – his sister (no headstone pictures found) 

Birth 25 Nov 1837 

New York, USA 

Death 20 Jan 1931 (aged 93) 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 

Burial Saint Michaels Cemetery 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 

 

Ellen McGuire Berry – his sister  

Birth 23 May 1844 

Death 8 Nov 1933 (aged 89) 

Burial Saint Michaels Cemetery 

Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, USA 

 



From an architectural website study – information not verified as accurate 
but included here for picture.  Date of picture uncertain. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Below are a few old pictures received from Craig Albaugh of the GLHA 
group.  These are pictures taken of Galena with the McGuire house visible 
in the distance.  We did not find any close-up pictures of the house, but it 
is not difficult to find in the pictures of the town if you know where to look! 

 



 

 


