James W. Hosking — 600 Dewey Avenue — 1843 home

Limited information can be found about James Hosking in the local
newspapers. There are several possible articles that could be pertaining
to him or his family, but some are under the last name of Hoskins, instead
of Hosking. In fact, when his wife passed away, she was listed as Rebecca
Hoskins. Their graves are next to each other with his listing the last name
as Hosking and hers listing the last name as Hoskins. Itis also difficult to
determine children’s names as some are mentioned under both names.

There are other families in the Galena area with the last names of Hosking
or Hoskins, but it was too difficult to determine if they were related to
James Hosking or not.

The newspaper articles included here may or may not be the same James
Hosking or his immediate family, but they are included as possibilities.

The Galenian - May 16, 1832 - possible notice to his sons




North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser — April 7, 1838 — tavern sale?

Possibly he owned this??

North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser - July 2, 1842 — new house for
sale or rent




North Western Gazette & Galena Advertiser — February 23, 1844

Membership in Whigs of Jo Daviess County

Partial list of names of Whig Party




Galena Semi-Weekly Advertiser — April 2, 1847 - relief fund

Galena Semi-Weekly Advertiser - August 17, 1847 - tavern for rent?




Galena Daily Courier - September 17, 1859 - suicide attempt — not sure if
this was him

Galena Daily Courier - August 2, 1860 — death/funeral (date matches the
grave headstone even though the last name is given as Hoskins).




Galena Daily Advertiser - August 2, 1860 — death/funeral




Galena Daily Gazette — March 15, 1884 — death/funeral of wife

Galena Daily Gazette — September 8, 1884 — daughter’s death?

Galena Daily Gazette — February 14, 1884 - son’s death?




From Ancestry.com

1850’s Census Listing:

Name James Hoskins

Gender Male

Race White

Residence Age 71

Birth Date abt1779

Birthplace England

Residence Date 1850

Home in 1850 Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA
Real Estate 2500

Line Number 8

Dwelling Number 2394

Family Number 2398

Inferred Spouse

Rebecca Hoskins

Household Members (Name) Age
James Hoskins 71

Rebecca Hoskins 52



1860’s Census Listing:

Name James Hoskins
Age 80

Birth Year abt 1780
Gender Male
Race White

Birth Place England
Home in 1860
Post Office Galena
Dwelling Number 1393
Family Number 1477

Real Estate Value 1200

Galena Ward 5, Jo Daviess, Illinois
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Personal Estate Value 100
Household Members (Name) Age
James Hoskins 80

Rebecca Hoskins 58

From Find A Grave:

Name James W. Hosking
Birth Place Cornwall, England
Death Date1 Aug 1860

Cemetery Greenwood Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Place Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, United
States of America

Has Bio? N
Spouse

Rebecca Hosking
URL

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/68259136/james-w.-hosking



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/68259136/james-w.-hosking




Will and probate records for James:

Name James Hosking

Gender Male

Residence Date Abt 1855

Residence Place Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois
Will Date 27 Sep 1855

Probate Date 27 Sep 1855

Probate Place Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA
Inferred Death Date 1855

Inferred Death Place Illinois, USA

Item DescriptionWill Records, Vol A-C, 1850-1882
Others Listed (Name) Relationship

James Hosking

Rebecca Hosking Wife

John Gill Son-in-law

Jane Gill Daughter
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1880’s Census Listing for Rebecca as widow:

Name Rebecca Haskins

Age 75

Birth Date Abt 1805

Birthplace England

Home in 1880 Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA
Street Old Town

House Number 250



Dwelling Number 275

Race White

Gender Female

Marital Status Widowed

Father's Birthplace England
Mother's Birthplace England
Occupation Boarder

Neighbors View others on page
Household Members (Name) Age
Rebecca Haskins 75

From Find A Grave for Rebecca:

Name Rebecca Hosking
Maiden Name Tonkin
Birth Date 1803

Birth Place England

Death Date16 Mar 1894

Death Place Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, United States of
America

Cemetery Greenwood Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Place Galena, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, United
States of America

Has Bio? Y
Spouse James W. Hosking
URL

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/243415930/rebecca-hosking



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/243415930/rebecca-hosking
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Miscellaneous Information:

James W. Hosking was born around 1779 in Helston, Cornwall, England.

James died on August 1, 1860, in Galena, Illinois and is buried in
Greenwood Cemetery. He was 80 years, 8 months, and 21 days of age
according to the headstone.

James emigrated from England around 1832 with his wife.
His wife was Rebecca Tonkin Hosking. She was born in 1803 in England.

Rebecca died on March 16, 1884, in Galena, Illinois and is buried next to
her husband in Greenwood Cemetery.

James and Rebecca may have had a few children, but not much
information can be found. Based on the articles above, it looks as if there
was a son named Charles, but no information is available.

Two other children listed (articles are above) are John and Mary who
appear to have lived in California. In the census listing, there is mention
of a daughter Jane Gill, who was married to John Gill. No further
information was found on Jane Gill.

Subsequent Ownership:

Since there is not much information to find on James Hosking, additional
research was completed on the next owner, listed as George Edwards
(purchased around 1884). Since Edwards was a common name in the
area, it was difficult to determine for sure which newspaper articles
pertained to this specific George Edwards but based on the content of the
articles those believed to be about this person (to the best of our
knowledge) are included in this document. There appears to have been
two men named George Edwards living in Galena around the same time,
so we had to speculate as to which ones were about the man we were
researching.



Articles on George Edwards - second house owner

Galena Daily Gazette - June 25, 1874 - brother’s injury

Galena Daily Gazette — March 27, 1879 - property purchase from
grandmother

Galena Daily Gazette — May 26, 1879 - sister’s death




Galena Daily Gazette — May 27, 1881 - election judge - possibly him?

Galena Daily Gazette - November 4, 1882 — County Treasurer candidate —
not sure if correct person.

Galena Daily Gazette - November 6, 1882 — County Treasurer candidate -
not sure if correct person.




Galena Daily Gazette — March 8, 1883 - election clerk — possibly him?

Galena Daily Gazette — September 23, 1884 - grandmother’s executor

Galena Daily Gazette — April 19, 1886 — alderman nomination — not sure if
correct person.




Galena Daily Gazette — May 29, 1886 — houses for rent

Galena Daily Gazette — September 17, 1887 — houses for rent

Galena Daily Gazette - June 11, 1888 - sidewalks

Galena Daily Gazette - December 9, 1889 — water to houses




Galena Daily Gazette - December 23, 1889 - house for rent — possibly him?

Galena Daily Gazette - March 22, 1890 - shoemaker rents house

Galena Daily Gazette — May 8, 1890 - houses for rent

Galena Daily Gazette — July 17, 1890 — property purchase




Galena Daily Gazette — August 30, 1890 - property purchase

Galena Daily Gazette — May 7, 1891 - houses for rent

Galena Daily Gazette — October 27, 1891 - houses for rent

Galena Daily Gazette — November 18, 1891 - house purchase?




Galena Daily Gazette —- December 8, 1891 - house repairs

Galena Daily Gazette - December 29, 1891 —teaching classes




Galena Daily Gazette - May 17, 1892 - house rental

Galena Daily Gazette — February 27, 1893 - runaway horse damage

Galena Daily Gazette - July 7, 1893 - property sale




Galena Daily Gazette — August 7, 1893 - house upgrades

Galena Daily Gazette — August 8, 1893 - horse complaint

Galena Daily Gazette — October 3, 1893 — house upgrades

Galena Daily Gazette - May 1, 1894 - cow complaint




Galena Daily Gazette — February 28, 1895 - house fire




Galena Daily Gazette — March 8, 1895 - second house fire

(continued)



Galena Daily Gazette — March 8, 1895 - second house fire (contd)




Galena Daily Gazette — September 3, 1895 - library donation

Galena Daily Gazette — April 7, 1897 — house sale

Galena Daily Gazette — April 8, 1897 - house sale




Galena Daily Gazette — April 16, 1897 — auction of property

Galena Daily Gazette - July 6, 1897 - auction of property




Galena Daily Gazette — May 24, 1898 - property auction

Galena Daily Gazette - June 10, 1898 - visitors




Galena Daily Gazette - July 26, 1898 - property auction

Galena Daily Gazette — August 4, 1898 - property auction




Galena Daily Gazette — January 28, 1899 — mother’s death

Galena Daily Gazette - February 7, 1899 — mother’s death




Galena Daily Gazette — October 4, 1899 — property changes

Galena Daily Gazette — October 30, 1899 - legal case




Galena Daily Gazette - November 29, 1899 - former property

Galena Daily Gazette - December 14, 1899 - property sale

Galena Daily Gazette — April 4, 1900 - property sale




Galena Daily Gazette — May 24, 1900 — property sale?

Galena Daily Gazette - June 7, 1900 - delinquent taxes

Galena Daily Gazette — August 17, 1900 - trip to Washington DC




Galena Daily Gazette — February 12, 1901 - property sale

Galena Daily Gazette — April 6, 1911 - delinquent taxes/property sold

Galena Daily Gazette - December 31, 1914 - list of deaths for year




From Ancestry.com - 1880 U.S. census

Name George Edwards

Age 40
Birth Date Abt 1840

Birthplace Illinois

Home in 1880 Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA

Street Main St 5th Stand

Dwelling Number 236

Race White

Gender Male

Relation to Head of House Grandson

Marital Status _ Single

Father's Birthplace England

Mother's Name Selena Edwards

Mother's Birthplace England

Occupation Schoolteacher

Months Not Employed 12

Sick Paralysis M Legs

Maimed, Crippled, or Bedridden Y

Household Members (Name) Age Relationship

Ann Whittam 85 Self (Head)

Selena Edwards 60 Daughter
George Edwards 40  Grandson

Charles Edwards 20 Grandson




1850 U.S. census:

Name George Edwards

Gender Male

Race White

Residence Age 10
Birth Date abt 1840

Birthplace Illinois

Residence Date 1850

Home in 1850 Galena, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA

Line Number 26

Dwelling Number 2389

Family Number 2393

Inferred Mother Selina Edwards

Household Members (Name) Age

Selina Edwards 30

George Edwards 10

Galusher Edwards 8

Sarah Edwards 4

Caroline Edwards 2

Miscellaneous:

George R. Edwards was born around 1840 and remained single.
His occupation was listed as a school teacher.

Itis believed that he passed away on April 22, 1914, but could not find an
obituary or information on where he is buried.



He lived most of his life in Galena with his grandmother (Ann Whitham),
his mother Salina Edwards, and his brother Charles (CW), who may have
moved to Chicago later in life.

His sister Salina passed away when she was only 26 years old.

According to some of the articles, he may also have had a brother John A.
of Dakota and another sister, Mrs. P.T. Stevens of Wisconsin.

The census reports also list other family members/children but could not
find anything more on them. In one census listing, his “inferred” father is
listed as John Edwards, who may have passed away young.

Nothing was found in find a grave, but there was mention of George
Edwards who passed away in 1914, but it was a military plaque. There had
been no prior mention of his being in the military, so it was not included.



